
28. Juni 2025

Clay County Deputy Arrested for Assault
Amid Rising Sexual Crimes

Clay County Deputy Ryan Perry, 33, was arrested for
alleged armed sexual battery while on duty; the case

draws attention to rising sexual assault reports.

Clay County, USA - In a troubling incident that has rocked Clay
County, Sheriff’s Deputy Ryan Perry, 33, was arrested and
immediately terminated from his position following allegations of
sexual assault. This alarming situation unfolded while Perry was
responding to a theft call at a woman’s home, culminating in his
arrest on June 27 for armed sexual battery under the color of
law, as reported by Jacksonville.com.

The alleged assault took place on June 18, when Perry is
accused of following the victim upstairs while another deputy
remained downstairs. The Sheriff’s Office launched an
investigation into the incident on June 21 after receiving the
report. Sheriff Michelle Cook expressed her disappointment and

https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/crime/2025/06/28/clay-county-sheriffs-deputy-arrested-fired/84395667007/


anger over the event, underscoring the importance of trust
between the community and law enforcement. She urged
anyone who may have had similar experiences with Perry to
come forward.

A Rising Tide of Sexual Assault Cases

This troubling event comes at a time when Clay County is
witnessing a distressing surge in sexual assault cases. Quigley
House, a local nonprofit dedicated to assisting survivors,
reported that the area has seen 28 new sexual assault cases
since July, a significant increase from the 18 total cases
recorded in the previous fiscal year. Sarah Halpert, the
organization’s sexual assault services coordinator, noted that
the rise might be attributed to increased awareness of their
services and a growing comfort within the community to speak
out.

In addition, Halpert highlighted societal issues that often silence
victims, encouraging support for survivors to ensure they feel
believed and supported. This community backdrop adds a
deeply concerning layer to Perry’s alleged actions.

Quigley House is actively working to provide resources for
survivors, including a 24-hour hotline for those unsure about
reporting incidents or seeking help. April has been designated as
Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and various activities are
planned to educate the community and honor victims. Upcoming
events include a Pickleball Tournament on April 5 and „Color the
Silence“ activities at local libraries throughout the month.

Furthermore, games such as “Spirit Night” at local eateries and
Denim Day, encouraging individuals to wear denim in solidarity
with survivors, aim to foster awareness and support.

Support and Resources for Survivors

For those needing assistance, help is available at the National



Sexual Assault Hotline (1-800-656-4673) and the Women’s
Center of Jacksonville’s rape crisis hotline (904-721-7273). These
resources play a crucial role in ensuring that victims receive the
care and support they need during difficult times.

As the community grapples with the implications of Deputy
Perry’s actions amidst an environment already facing scrutiny
due to rising assault cases, it is clear that more must be done to
protect and uplift survivors. Sheriff Cook’s statement reflects a
sentiment that resonates with many: the commitment to
maintaining community trust and providing protection has never
been more crucial.

This incident is a stark reminder of the importance of addressing
sexual violence and the systemic issues surrounding it. While
there may be many challenges ahead, community resilience and
unified action can help create a more supportive environment
for survivors.
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