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FCC Cracks Down: Georgia&#039;s
Silent Radio Station License Canceled!

Perry, FL faces FCC license cancellations as multiple
stations fall silent due to operational issues and regulatory
violations.

Perry, FL, USA - The media landscape continues to evolve,
especially in Florida, where regulatory actions are reshaping
local radio stations. In a striking development, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) has cancelled the license of
Beasley Media Group’s 93.1 WCHZ-FM in Warrenton, Georgia, a
signal that has been silent since January 2024. This cancellation
comes after Beasley did not respond to the FCC’s inquiry on
operational status following over a year of silence. Interestingly,
the trend isn’t isolated to just one station; other stations are
facing similar fates due to prolonged inactivity.

Among the recent cancellations, Texas Public Radio has
requested the revocation of its construction permit for 90.7



KTXQ in Hebbronville, TX. Furthermore, the FCC has also put an
end to Delta Radio Network’s 101.1 W266BY in Greenville, MS,
and Dockins Communications’ 95.3 W237CN in Perry, FL, both
for remaining silent for more than a year. This string of
cancellations stresses the importance of active broadcasting for
license retention, illuminating a critical aspect of how the FCC
enforces regulations.

Enforcement against lllegal Activity

Delving deeper, we find that the FCC is intensifying enforcement
against unlicensed broadcasters through their ongoing
surveillance efforts. According to a recent report from Radio Ink
, the maximum fine for pirate radio infractions has been
adjusted to keep pace with inflation, now reaching up to
$2,453,218. This adjustment is a part of the implementation of
the PIRATE Act, which equips the FCC with stronger tools to
combat illegal broadcasts. The updated penalty structure
includes a per-violation fine of $122,661, reflecting a serious
commitment to curbing unauthorized broadcasting.

In a visible display of enforcement, the FCC reported that in
fiscal year 2024, they conducted sweeps in the top five markets
known for pirate radio activity. These sweeps led to an
impressive $8 million in cumulative fines for various operators
across multiple states. Noteworthy fines included $2,316,034
each for César and Luis Ayora in New York City. This intensified
scrutiny demonstrates a crucial crackdown on operations that
violate broadcasting laws.

The Broader Landscape of Pirate Radio

According to the FCC’s official enforcement page, the issue
of unauthorized radio stations extends beyond just financial
penalties. They operate without the necessary FCC licenses as
mandated by the Communications Act, and can infringe on
established broadcasting norms. The PIRATE Act not only raises
penalties for repeat offenders but also grants the Commission


https://radioink.com/2025/01/20/fcc-raises-maximum-pirate-radio-fines-in-fifth-report/
https://www.fcc.gov/enforcement/areas/pirate-radio

authority to penalize property owners who knowingly facilitate
illegal broadcasts.

The FCC has established a database that identifies entities
subject to enforcement actions for pirate broadcasting,
enhancing transparency and accountability. The Commission is
continuously expanding its enforcement capabilities, having
added new staff and mobile direction-finding vehicles to its
operations. Incoming FCC Chair Brendan Carr has emphasized
the need for ongoing monitoring of illegal broadcasts,
showcasing a proactive stance against this longstanding issue.

As Florida’s radio landscape continues to adapt, the spotlight on
enforcement measures reflects a necessity for accountability
among broadcasters. With fines increasing and regulatory
actions gaining momentum, it seems the airwaves are about to
get a lot cleaner. There’s something to be said for ensuring that
the music we listen to upholds the necessary standards and
safety protocols, benefiting both listeners and law-abiding
broadcasters alike.
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