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Florida&#039;s Bold Move: Lifetime
Medicaid Eligibility Proposal for IDD!

Florida proposes simplifying Medicaid eligibility for
individuals with intellectual disabilities, aiming for lifelong

coverage if approved.

Tallahassee, Florida, USA - Florida is on the cusp of a
significant change regarding Medicaid eligibility for individuals
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). As
lawmakers consider a new proposal, the air is filled with hope for
many families navigating the complexities of healthcare
coverage. The House’s proposal aims to eliminate the often
burdensome annual redetermination process for those with IDD,
a move that could profoundly impact their access to necessary
services.

If this proposal is approved, individuals with IDD would be
presumptively eligible for Medicaid throughout their lives, unless
their circumstances change or they no longer qualify. Valerie



Breen, the Executive Director of the Florida Developmental
Disabilities Council, has characterized this initiative as a
potential „game changer.“ Breen highlights the travails of many
individuals who have faced issues during the redetermination
process, resulting in wrongful losses of Medicaid coverage.
Alarmingly, it is estimated that around 1,000 individuals with
IDD lost their Medicaid coverage erroneously after the COVID-19
public health emergency came to a close.

Crisis of Communication

The challenges don’t end there. The redetermination process
depends heavily on communication among the Department of
Children and Families (DCF), the Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA), and the Agency for Persons with
Disabilities (APD). Unfortunately, poor communication has led to
many individuals losing access to critical home and community-
based services, exacerbating an already difficult situation.

As part of ongoing discussions, the Florida Legislature has
extended the 2025 Session, driven by disagreements over state
spending and tax relief. House Speaker Daniel Perez and Senate
President Ben Albritton announced an extension until June 16,
with a proposed budget of about $50 billion for the fiscal year
2025-26. Notably, this budget allocates over $22 billion for
education and approximately $17.5 billion for healthcare,
underscoring the state’s commitment to improving essential
services.

Healthcare and Legislative Priorities

The House is prioritizing several proposals aimed specifically at
supporting individuals with IDD. Among these is HB 1103, which
seeks to expand a managed care pilot program statewide and
mandates that APD regularly publish reports on service
availability and waitlists. In a related development, Governor
Ron DeSantis has already signed legislation pertaining to HB
1103, marking a significant step forward in enhancing



healthcare provisions for this vulnerable population.

Florida’s Medicaid landscape has been undeniably affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. From March 2020 until the end of the
federal public health emergency, no Medicaid terminations
occurred. The Families First Coronavirus Response Act played a
crucial role in protecting coverage for recipients who were
enrolled as of March 18, 2020. As health services gradually
stabilize, AHCA is working to notify recipients who received
termination notices in March that their benefits will be
reinstated.

Innovative Services and Support

In a broader context, the IDD Pilot Waiver offers a
comprehensive program, including Managed Medical Assistance
(MMA), Long-Term Care (LTC) Waiver services, and the Florida
Developmental Disabilities Individual Budgeting (iBudget)
Waiver services. This initiative not only promises tailored
coverage for individuals but also ensures access to essential
home and community-based services designed to promote
health and prevent institutionalization.

Services covered include a range of options from adult day
health care to behavior analysis and skilled nursing. For those
looking to benefit from these programs, the eligibility
requirements are straightforward but specific, requiring
applicants to be diagnosed with qualifying disabilities and to
meet Medicaid eligibility criteria. This initiative could greatly
enhance the quality of life for many individuals across the state.

The stakes are high as Florida navigates these pivotal changes
in its healthcare system. With proposals on the table that aim to
simplify and enhance access for those with IDD, there’s certainly
a sense of urgency and hope. As everyone waits for approval
from the U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, one
thing is clear: this proposal is more than just a policy change;
it’s a potential lifeline for countless Floridians.



For further details on healthcare proposals, visit Islander News,
Florida Policy Institute, or learn more about the Medicaid
waiver program through AHCA Florida.
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