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Join the Fight: South Florida&#039;s
Python Hunters Can Cash In!

South Florida&#039;s python incentive program rewards
hunters for capturing invasive Burmese pythons,

combating ecological threats.

Everglades National Park, Florida, USA - The invasive
Burmese python is casting a long shadow over the unique
ecosystems of South Florida. With the beautiful Everglades and
wetlands at risk, local hunters are stepping up to the plate,
incentivized by a program that pays cash for python captures. In
the past six months, the South Florida Water Management
District (SFWMD) has successfully eliminated nearly 100 of these
imposing reptiles, which have wreaked havoc since their
introduction in the 1980s through the exotic pet trade. The
python control measures began gaining momentum with the
launch of a dedicated incentive program in January 2025, aimed
at urging hunters to tackle this serious ecological threat to the
region’s wildlife.



As if to remind us of the stakes involved, June’s winner of the
program, Matt Kogo, managed to capture 13 pythons, bringing
the total to an impressive 95 for 2025. The program awards
$1,000 monthly to the hunter who captures the most snakes,
part of a broader strategy to raise awareness and participation
in python removal efforts. Not only is this an effective measure,
but it also contributes to the Florida Python Challenge, a thrilling
competition running from July 11-20, 2025, where participants
vie to catch the most pythons in a given timeframe.

The Ecological Impact

So why all this fuss over pythons? Burmese pythons, with their
potential to grow over 20 feet long and produce up to 100 eggs
a year, have been decimating local wildlife. There’s something
to be said for the biodiversity of Southern Florida—including the
Miami metropolitan area and the Keys. But the introduction of
these non-venomous constrictors has had alarming
consequences, including a staggering 95% decrease in certain
native mammal populations in the Everglades National Park
from 1996 to 2016, as noted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. They do not only prey on deer and raccoons; even
formidable animals like American alligators find themselves in
their sights.

Moreover, the impacts extend beyond mere predation. Burmese
pythons are carriers of diseases that can harm both native
wildlife and, in rare cases, humans. They carry diseases like
snake fungal disease and even tick-borne illnesses, which pose a
risk to public health. The overall disruption they cause to the
food chain in the wetlands and marshes has brought about
significant shifts in the ecosystem that threaten the balance of
life in this delicate region.

Community Involvement and Control
Strategies



To counteract this escalating situation, the SFWMD is eager to
recruit new python removal agents for designated lands across
South Florida. An impressive number of applicants have already
shown interest, indicating a strong community sentiment toward
preserving the local environment. However, due to the high
volume of applications, not everyone will receive a
response—only those selected will be contacted.

The control efforts don’t stop with hunting. Innovative
techniques are in the pipeline, including environmental DNA
(eDNA) detection methods, which can identify python presence
even without visual sightings. The SFWMD is also exploring the
use of detection dogs and more efficient trapping methods that
are sensitive to non-target animals. Such collaboration among
agencies and the public is crucial for stifling these unwelcome
predators who have the freedom to roam unchecked.

The fight against the Burmese python scourge illustrates not just
an environmental battle but a communal effort to safeguard
Florida’s unique biodiversity. It’s a reminder to all of us about
the importance of responsible pet ownership and protecting the
natural flora and fauna that make this state so vibrant. The
upcoming Florida Python Challenge gives participants a chance
to engage in this mission while having a bit of fun—after all,
where else can you say that you’ve helped preserve an
ecosystem while aiming to win a cash prize?

For those interested in learning more or joining the fight against
Burmese pythons, additional information can be found at 
Naples News, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Reptile
Startup.
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