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Stanley Cup Showdown: Will Panthers
Make It 2-1 Against Oilers?

The Stanley Cup Final heats up as the Florida Panthers face
the Edmonton Oilers in Game 3 on June 9, 2025, after

thrilling overtime battles.

Sunrise, Florida, USA - The Stanley Cup Final is heating up as
the Florida Panthers prepare to clash with the Edmonton Oilers
for Game 3 in Sunrise, Florida. After an exhilarating double-
overtime victory in Game 2, where the Panthers triumphed 5-4,
both teams are brimming with confidence and anxiety as they
gear up for what promises to be another nail-biter. The
Playoffs reports that the Panthers are currently favored to win
due to their home ice advantage, with betting odds set at 11/10,
compared to the Oilers‘ 37/20 odds.

In Game 2, it was none other than Brad Marchand who made the
headlines, scoring two crucial goals, including the game-winner.
Not to be outdone, Corey Perry showcased his prowess by tying
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the game for the Panthers with just 18 seconds remaining in the
third period. The intense momentum continued from Game 1,
where the Oilers‘ Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl played
pivotal roles in Edmonton’s comeback victory.

A Series of Twists and Turns

This Stanley Cup Final has already been marked by its
unpredictability. Across two games, fans have witnessed nine
periods of play and a staggering total of 16 goals, alongside
eight lead changes and six game-tying goals. It’s safe to say
that neither team has managed to dominate, with the Panthers
only holding a two-goal lead for a mere minute during Game 1.
Experts from The New York Times weigh in, predicting yet
another close contest in Game 3, potentially leading to overtime
once again.

Both teams have shown resilience, and their regular-season
performances lay the groundwork for understanding their playoff
dynamics. The Edmonton Oilers ended the 2023-24 regular
season with a record of 48 wins, while the Florida Panthers
followed closely behind with 47 wins. Goals scored also tell a
tale, with the Oilers netting 259 and the Panthers not too far
behind at 246. Despite these numbers, the Oilers have a slight
edge in the overall points percentage at .585 against the
Panthers‘ .573, as detailed on Hockey Reference.

Star Players and Predictions

When examining key players, both squads have their fair share
of heavy hitters. For the Oilers, Leon Draisaitl stood out with 66
points in the regular season, while Connor McDavid wasn’t far
behind with 63 points. The Panthers look to Sam Reinhart, who
scored an impressive 39 goals this past season. As the playoffs
unfold, players considered frontrunners for the Conn Smythe
Trophy include the aforementioned stars, as well as Sergei
Bobrovsky for the Panthers and Aleksander Barkov.

https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6394836/2025/06/04/nhl-stanley-cup-final-predictions-playoffs-olympics-2026/
https://www.hockey-reference.com/playoffs/2025-edmonton-oilers-vs-florida-panthers-stanley-cup-final.html


Predictive surveys conducted by NHL experts reveal a close
battle ahead: 51.5% favor the Oilers for the series win, while
48.4% place their bets on the Panthers. Additionally, discussions
around officiating and potential changes to the playoff format
add an interesting layer to the conversation, with a notable
87.9% of staff backing a return to a more traditional 1 vs. 8
playoff setup.

With everything at stake in this thrilling Stanley Cup Final, fans
can hardly stand the anticipation. Will the Panthers extend their
winning streak, or will the Oilers retaliate? Only time will tell, but
one thing is clear: the intensity and excitement are sure to rise
as the series continues.
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