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Space Coast&#039;s Aerospace Boom:
Jobs, Rockets, and Future Launches

Soar!
Explore Taylor County&#039;s role in the booming
aerospace industry on Florida&#039;s Space Coast,

contributing to economic growth and innovation.

Brevard County, Florida - Since the closure of NASA’s space
shuttle program in July 2011, Florida’s Space Coast has
experienced a remarkable transformation, emerging as a hub for
high-tech space and aerospace industries. With major players
like SpaceX, Blue Origin, L3Harris Technologies, Northrop
Grumman, and Lockheed Martin setting up shop, the landscape
has shifted dramatically. According to Florida Today, the
aerospace-aviation workforce in Brevard County has nearly
doubled in just six years, growing from 7,847 workers in 2017 to
14,828 in 2023.

Notably, SpaceX is making waves with its Starship-Super Heavy
rocket system at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center and Cape
Canaveral Space Force Station, where an impressive $1.8 billion
investment is expected to create 600 new jobs by 2030.
Meanwhile, Blue Origin has poured over $3 billion into Florida,
employing more than 3,000 individuals and operating a sizable
rocket factory on Merritt Island. These developments are just a
glimpse of the ongoing aerospace evolution on Florida’s Space
Coast.

The Economic Engine of the Space Coast

The ripple effects of these projects are vast. NASA’s Kennedy

https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/evolving-american-cities/2025/06/12/rockets-aerospace-growth-take-off-after-nasa-2011-space-shuttle-shutdown-in-brevard-county-florida/83144934007/


Space Center has a gripping economic influence, generating a
staggering $2.89 billion in direct economic impact for Florida, as
indicated by the NASA Kennedy Economic Impact Report. With
over 90 private-sector partners and nearly 250 agreements, the
center supported 27,004 jobs through secondary spending
alone. Remarkably, for every dollar spent at Kennedy, a return
of $1.82 to Florida’s economy occurs.

The aerospace sector thrives on key partnerships and
collaboration. With the average salary at Kennedy rising from
$70,000 in 2019 to $78,000 in 2021, the economic boost is
palpable. Between 2019 and 2021, commercial launch providers
even added 2,744 new jobs, showcasing a continuous upward
trend in employment opportunities.

Industry Expansion and Future Projections

The record of rocket launches is another indicator of this growth,
soaring from just 10 in 2011 to a staggering 93 in 2022, with
SpaceX proudly accounting for 88 of those launches. Projections
for 2025 suggest a continued upward slope, with an anticipated
total of 107 rocket launches, and SpaceX is looking to ramp up
its Falcon rocket launches to 120 per year. This robust activity
underscores the Space Coast’s importance as an epicenter for
aerospace innovation.

Florida itself is increasingly recognized as a linchpin in the
aerospace industry. The thriving environment for companies is
backed by significant infrastructure, with multiple spaceports,
including Cape Canaveral and Cecil Spaceport. Florida’s
business advantages, such as no state personal income tax,
foster an inviting landscape for future investments. For instance,
Amazon’s Project Kuiper is set to open a $120 million satellite
processing facility in the state, further solidifying Florida’s
burgeoning position in the space sector, as detailed by New
Space Economy.

The aerospace industry contributes a hefty $5.9 billion to
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Florida’s economy and supports over 151,460 jobs. Local
initiatives, like the Lieutenant Governor’s Space Art Contest for
students, promote engagement with space themes, fostering a
future generation that will likely contribute to this vibrant field.

As Florida’s aerospace sector continues to grow, it remains
poised for innovation and exploration. With ongoing investments
and a focus on expanding infrastructure and talent
development, there’s much to look forward to in the chase for
the stars.
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