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Florida Saves Over 78,000 Acres: A
Major Conservation Win!

Governor Ron DeSantis announces the conservation of
78,000 acres in Florida, enhancing the Ocala-to-Osceola

Wildlife Corridor.

Union County, Florida - In a significant commitment to
preserving Florida’s natural heritage, Governor Ron DeSantis,
accompanied by Attorney General James Uthmeier and
Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson, has formally
approved the protection of over 78,000 acres of land across the
state. This decision, hinged on over four years of effort,
underscores the importance of land conservation in Florida,
especially within the vast Ocala-to-Osceola Wildlife Corridor,
where more than 76,000 acres will see enhanced protection.

The acquisitions will close a pivotal gap in a sprawling 100-mile
network that links Ocala and Osceola National Forests, an
ecological lifeline for various wildlife and plant species. Since



2019, Florida has allocated more than $1.4 billion through the
Florida Forever Program to facilitate these conservation efforts,
allowing for the purchase and protection of vast swaths of land
vital for maintaining state ecosystems.

Connecting Nature for Future Generations

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has
made impressive strides, successfully acquiring over 374,000
acres for conservation, with an astonishing 90% located within
the Florida Wildlife Corridor. Among the notable projects
highlighted is a 61,389-acre conservation easement in Baker
and Union counties, designed to prevent habitat fragmentation
while fostering local economic initiatives.

Additionally, a 14,743-acre easement in Baker and Bradford
counties will not only connect to Camp Blanding Military
Reservation, but also aims to support crucial functions such as
flood management and groundwater recharge. The landscape of
preservation continues to expand with a 1,700-acre easement
spread across Alachua, Bradford, Clay, and Putnam counties,
which will maintain a legacy pine plantation vital to the Rural
and Family Lands Protection Program.

To further enhance ecological connectivity, a 340-acre parcel in
Hernando County will fortify links between Withlacoochee State
Forest and Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area—an area
important for aquifer recharge and water quality protection. All
these properties lie within the Florida Wildlife Corridor and are
slated for management that champions conservation while
inviting outdoor recreation.
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https://www.flgov.com/eog/news/press/2025/governor-ron-desantis-and-florida-cabinet-conserve-over-78000-acres-conservation
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/741455-north-florida-land-trust-snags-385-acres-of-property-in-putnam-county-for-conservation/
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