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Florida&#039;s Educators Demand Fair
Pay and Accountability for Schools

Explore the challenges facing Union County&#039;s
educators as they advocate for equitable funding,

improved teacher pay, and resources for public schools.

Union County, Florida, USA - Every child in Florida deserves
access to a world-class, free, public education. Yet the bitter
reality is that Florida ranks last in the nation for average teacher
pay, a disheartening 50th position for the second consecutive
year. As educators in Central Florida rally for the upcoming
2025–2026 school year, their voices echo a profound need for
community support and adequate funding to ensure students
receive the education they deserve. According to The Ledger,
teacher and staff unions represent over 71,000 dedicated
professionals who are now entering important contract
negotiations.

In an alarming trend, the state has expanded an unregulated

https://www.theledger.com/story/opinion/columns/2025/06/15/central-floridas-educators-are-fighting-for-our-students-commentary/84163268007/


voucher scheme that diverts public funds to private institutions,
often benefiting families who were already enrolled in these
schools. Nearly 70% of new voucher recipients were already
attending private institutions, denying public schools much-
needed resources. The chronic resource shortages in our public
schools only deepen, undermining their ability to effectively
serve communities and fulfill their educational missions.

Stagnant Pay and Rising Challenges

As of the 2023-24 school year, average teacher pay in Florida
sits at $54,875—an increase of just 3.3% from the previous year.
But when you adjust for inflation, that number tells a different
story: teachers have effectively seen a 12.9% reduction in their
salary since the 2014-15 school year. Additionally, teachers earn
only 78% of what other professionals with similar educational
backgrounds make, creating an environment where dedicated
educators are questioning their future in the profession. The
Florida Education Association (FEA) highlights that teachers are
facing a growing pay gap, which often drives experienced
educators out of the classroom and contributes to the critical
staffing shortages plaguing our schools, as reported by FEA.

The widening gap between new and seasoned educators leaves
our classrooms in peril, leading many to wonder how these
trends will affect student outcomes. Unfortunately, students are
already feeling the impact, with declining SAT scores and
slipping NAEP scores in reading and math. As the state
experiences a critical teacher and staff shortage, the call for
better pay, smaller class sizes, and improved resources has
never been more urgent.

Funding Challenges and Budget Cuts

Florida’s recently proposed budget for FY 2024-25 reflects
$116.5 billion in total funds but showcases concerning
reductions, including over $2 million from last year along with
substantial vetoes impacting education. While the budget

https://feaweb.org/release/florida-teacher-pay-remains-stagnant-as-state-holds-at-50th-in-national-rankings/


includes a slight increase in per-student funding, it still fails to
offer meaningful raises for teachers and cuts critically needed
programs. Governor’s budget proposals indicate flat spending
and further limitations on funding for college and career
readiness programs. As noted by Florida Policy Institute,
these funding decisions could exacerbate the current teacher
and support staff shortages, particularly in vital areas such as
special education.

Community support is essential as local school boards grapple
with the distribution of resources amidst administrative
expansions while frontline staff are diminished. Educators in
Central Florida are demanding accountability from our leaders to
ensure that schools receive full funding and can effectively
serve all students, without discriminatory restrictions or barriers.

As these negotiations unfold, one thing remains clear: Florida’s
educators are united in their fight for a brighter future for our
schools. It’s time for our community to rally in support of their
efforts and advocate for transformative change that meets the
needs of our students and educators alike. Let’s come together
and push for the educational support our children deserve.
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