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Gators Strengthen Softball Roster with
Stellar Transfers for 2026

The Gators are reshaping their softball roster, adding
standout players from Texas Tech and South Carolina as

they prepare for the new season.

Hudson, Florida, USA - The Florida Gators softball program is
on an exciting path of rejuvenation as they make strategic
moves to reshape their roster. Following back-to-back
appearances in the Women’s College World Series, the Gators
are keen to maintain their competitive edge in the SEC. In a
notable roster update, the team is welcoming two new players
who have much to offer.

First up, Eastern Illinois infielder Kendall Grover has officially
signed with Florida. Grover comes with impressive credentials,
boasting an impressive .416 batting average last season and
racking up significant stats, including 72 hits and 10 home runs
in her junior year. With two-time Ohio Valley Conference player



of the year honors under her belt, Grover’s transition to the
Gators appears promising. Florida aims to bolster its infield with
her talents following the transfer of sophomore infielder Mia
Williams to Texas Tech, who had a .335 batting average and was
named an NFCA Second Team All-American last season, as
noted in WCJB.

Exciting Addition from South Carolina

The Gators have also signed catcher Giulia Desiderio, a graduate
transfer from South Carolina. Originally hailing from Hudson,
Florida, Desiderio brings a wealth of experience from her three
seasons in the SEC. Having played 157 games, with 112 starts,
she has shown her skills behind the plate with a commendable
career fielding average of .984. Desiderio’s ability to throw out
25 runners, including a career-high 13 last season, speaks
volumes about her defensive prowess. Her enthusiasm for
coming home to play for the Gators is palpable, and head coach
Tim Walton is thrilled about the addition, as highlighted in 
FloridaGators.com.

Desiderio’s offensive stats also showcase her potential: she’s
recorded a .222 batting average, 39 RBIs, and has shown speed
with 13 stolen bases. This combination of experience and local
pride makes her a valuable asset as the Gators look forward to
the upcoming season.

Shifting Trends in the Transfer Portal

Meanwhile, the college softball transfer landscape has been
shifting, albeit at a quieter pace this offseason compared to
previous years, according to Cincinnati.com. Teams like Texas
Tech are actively recruiting to fill gaps after their recent title
run, while other programs such as Oklahoma are focusing on
solidifying their existing rosters. As the transfer portal remains a
significant part of collegiate athletics, the influx of talent and
strategic moves will undoubtedly shape the future of teams
across the nation.

https://www.wcjb.com/2025/06/24/gator-softball-program-continues-reconstruct-its-roster-with-an-sec-catcher-an-infielder-eastern-illinois/
https://floridagators.com/news/2025/6/20/softball-gators-ink-desiderio-to-2026-roster.aspx
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/sports/college/softball/2025/06/18/college-softball-transfer-portal-player-rankings-oklahoma-sooners-texas-tech-sydney-berzon/84237967007/


The Gators‘ proactive approach in bringing Grover and Desiderio
into the fold reflects a commitment to keeping their program
competitive. As they continue to build a formidable roster, fans
are hopeful that these new additions will contribute to what
promises to be an exhilarating season ahead.
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