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Texas Hill Country Flood: 104 Dead,
Campers Struggle for Survival!

Severe floods in Texas Hill Country on July 8, 2025,
resulted in multiple casualties and ongoing rescue

operations for missing campers.

Hunt, Texas, USA - In the tranquil landscapes of Texas Hill
Country, a devastating flash flood has thrown the region into
chaos, claiming at least 104 lives and leaving many others
unaccounted for. The Guadalupe River rose with alarming speed,
reaching heights comparable to a two-story building early Friday
morning. Tragically, 84 fatalities have been confirmed in Kerr
County alone, with a substantial number of those being campers
and counselors from Camp Mystic, a girls‘ summer camp which
was housing about 750 children at the time. While at least 27
campers and counselors have been confirmed dead, several
remain missing, stirring deep concern among families and the
community.



Kerr County Sheriff Larry Leitha has stated that 10 campers and
one counselor are still unaccounted for, emphasizing the
urgency of the ongoing rescue operations. Governor Greg Abbott
has made appeals for federal assistance, which led President
Trump to sign a major disaster declaration for Kerr County. This
declaration will facilitate resources and support as the area
grapples with the aftermath of the floods. „The scene at Camp
Mystic is horrendously ravaged,“ Abbott remarked, indicating
the depth of the devastation that has unfolded.

Desperate Search for Survivors

Search and rescue efforts are in full swing, yet the challenges
are immense. Currently, the Texas Division of Emergency
Management has reported 41 people are unaccounted for across
various parts of Texas, a number that may not fully represent
the actual count. In Burnet County alone, more than 50 rescues
have taken place since the flooding began, and the U.S. Coast
Guard has conducted a remarkable 223 rescues, with a single
rescue swimmer credited with saving 165 individuals.

The unpredictability of the rainfall was a major factor in this
disaster; meteorologists have pointed to moisture from Tropical
Storm Barry contributing to the severe conditions. This
extraordinary weather event saw the Guadalupe River reach its
second-highest level on record, surpassing the disastrous flood
levels seen back in 1987. Local officials have noted a lack of a
warning system, leaving many ill-prepared for the flash floods
and their devastating aftermath.

Eyewitness accounts are emerging, painting a picture of courage
and resilience amidst the chaos. One family, the Thompsons,
found themselves trapped in their home on the Guadalupe River
as water levels escalated. Hallie Thompson’s brother alerted
them to the danger, leading to harrowing moments where they
attempted to escape, only to find their path blocked by debris.
This family witnessed their home being „ripped in half“ by the
powerful floodwaters. Fortunately, they managed to evacuate to



higher ground after the water began to recede.

A Community in Mourning

The tragedy has not been met with silence. Florida Governor
Ron DeSantis has ordered three swiftwater rescue teams to
Texas to assist in the recovery efforts. Even Pope Leo has
extended prayers for the flooding victims, with a special
mention of the campers lost during this catastrophic event. The
sense of community intricately woven into the fabric of Texas is
on display as neighbors and volunteers rally together to provide
assistance to those affected.

In addition to the fatalities at Camp Mystic, at least 20 other
deaths have been confirmed across five additional Texas
counties, including seven in Travis County and four in Burnet
County. Survivors are sharing their stories, like the young
camper who was swept six miles down the river but emerged
alive, highlighting both the harrowing experiences faced and the
incredible will to survive.

As evacuations continued at other camps along the river, some
campers were rescued by helicopter as emergency responders
worked tirelessly under the challenges presented by washed-
away highways and lack of communication. The days ahead will
be critical as rescue operations progress and communities begin
the long process of recovery from this devastating watershed
event.
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