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DeSantis Unveils Bold Plan to Abolish
Property Taxes in Rural Florida!

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis proposes a tax plan for
rural counties, including Wakulla, aiming to eliminate

property taxes and offer relief to homeowners.

Wakulla County, Florida - In a bold move to ease financial
burdens for homeowners in Florida, Governor Ron DeSantis has
unveiled an ambitious plan that aims to eliminate property taxes
for rural and fiscally constrained counties across the state.
Speaking in Wakulla County, where he recently celebrated the
creation of 300 new jobs at a body armor plant, DeSantis
described this initiative as a key strategy to provide much-
needed relief to struggling homeowners, particularly the elderly
who have worked hard to pay off their mortgages.

The proposal is estimated to cost state taxpayers around $300
million annually, a figure DeSantis referred to as “budget dust”
in context of the state’s nearly $50 billion general fund budget.



What’s more, this initiative doesn’t just offer temporary
solutions; it seeks to provide permanent relief from rising
property taxes, currently set at $1 per $1,000 of a property’s
assessed value.

Identifying the Need

The counties that may benefit from this plan include Baker,
Bradford, Calhoun, Columbia, DeSoto, Dixie, and many others.
These areas have been identified as „fiscally distressed,“ where
local governments struggle to provide essential services.
DeSantis emphasized the importance of helping homeowners
afford to stay in their homes, particularly given the rising
property values that have increased the burden on long-term
residents.

As part of the broader vision, DeSantis has proposed a one-time
rebate for all homesteaded property owners, followed by
continuous property tax relief. He also plans to push for a
constitutional amendment to be placed on the ballot in
November 2026, solidifying these provisions. A special
committee within the Florida House of Representatives has
already begun examining the complexities of this proposal,
illustrating the governor’s proactive approach to addressing an
issue affecting many Floridians.

Current Tax Landscape

Property taxes in Florida serve as a significant revenue source,
funding crucial services like schools and roads. Nationally,
property taxes are the largest source of state and local revenue.
Despite Florida’s average property tax rates being
comparatively low, rising home values have led to a heavier tax
burden for new homeowners. In the last fiscal year, the effective
property tax rate was around 0.74% of owner-occupied housing
value, suggesting that while homeowners in Florida benefit from
some relief mechanisms, many still feel the pressure of
increased costs.



Adding to the conversation, DeSantis’s plan also displays a
divergence from other legislative tax reform discussions. For
instance, the Florida House had previously proposed $4.9 billion
in tax cuts mainly through a reduction in the general sales tax
rate, while DeSantis is chiefly focused on targeted property tax
relief. The state’s tax landscape is certainly a lively chess game
where various strategies are being applied to meet the needs of
citizens.

The Path Forward

If approved, DeSantis’s proposal could pave the way for a
significant shift in how Florida handles property taxes,
alleviating pressure on those who need it most and providing a
more stable funding model for essential services. However,
critics caution that any relief must also ensure local
governments maintain adequate funding for vital services.

In a state known for its beautiful landscapes and growing
population, there’s something to be said for a plan that
prioritizes homeownership. Whether or not the proposal will pass
remains to be seen, but Governor DeSantis is certainly bringing
the conversation to the forefront with his initiative in rural
Florida. For ongoing updates, stay tuned as this discussion
evolves and unfolds.

For full details on Governor DeSantis’s plan, visit TampaFP and
read more from People News Today and the invaluable
insights provided by the Tax Foundation.
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