24, Juli 2025

Florida Congressman Fights to Save
$16M for MagLab Amid Funding Cuts

Florida Congressman Neal Dunn advocates for restoring
$16 million in funding for the MagLab amid proposed
budget cuts.
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East Paul Dirac Drive, Tallahassee, Florida, USA - In the
heart of Tallahassee, a critical conversation is unfolding
regarding the future of the National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory, commonly known as the MagLab. Florida
Congressman Neal Dunn is at the forefront, urging the
restoration of substantial funding cuts that threaten this
prestigious institution. With a proposed reduction nearing 40%,
the lab stands to lose approximately $16 million, a reality Dunn
is keen to challenge. As he recently outlined, the MagLab is
pivotal not only for Florida’s economy but also for national
security and technological advancement in the U.S.

The MagLab is no ordinary lab; it boasts the title of the largest



facility of its kind in the world, housed on East Paul Dirac Drive.
With over 500 employees, it contributes an impressive $325
million annually to Florida’s economy. Dunn has taken his case
directly to the White House policy office, highlighting the lab’s
vital role in sharpening America’s competitive edge against
global players like China, especially in the field of rare earth
minerals crucial for modern technology.

Why the Cuts Matter

According to Tallahassee.com, the proposed funding slashes
could see the MagLab’s budget drop from $38.5 million to $23
million for the fiscal year 2026. This alarming situation has
drawn the attention of many, including Dunn, who stresses the
importance of maintaining robust funding for research into
quantum materials and rare earth elements. The implications of
reduced financial support could significantly undermine not only
the lab’s operations but also national security by impeding the
domestic supply chain for critical minerals.

Dunn has vocalized his concerns via letters to the U.S. House
Appropriations Subcommittee, stating that maintaining current
funding levels is essential for safeguarding America’s
technological superiority. Even though representatives from the
National Science Foundation have indicated that there had been
no budget changes as of May, the possibility of cuts lingers
ominously.

The Lab’s Broader Impact

The significance of the MagLab extends beyond state lines; it is
a cornerstone for scientific research across the nation.
Supported by diverse funding sources such as the National
Institutes of Health, the Department of Energy, and the
Department of Defense, the lab enables critical studies in high
magnetic field environments. As detailed by the National
MagLab, any research produced at the facility must
acknowledge its federal funding, a clear indicator of its reliance


https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2025/06/27/fsu-maglab-in-danger-of-losing-millions-in-federal-funding-in-fy-2026/84385988007/
https://nationalmaglab.org/about-the-maglab/funding/
https://nationalmaglab.org/about-the-maglab/funding/

on public support.

Kathleen Amm, the lab’s director, expressed deep appreciation
for Dunn’s advocacy, emphasizing how crucial the lab is as a
national resource. “It’s not just about our local economy; it’s
about the global positioning of the U.S. in cutting-edge research
and technology,” Amm stated, underscoring the lab’s role in
fostering innovation and keeping the nation at the forefront of
scientific discovery.

As the situation develops, all eyes will be on lawmakers to see if
they heed the call to support a facility that does not just serve
Florida, but the entire country. The potential ramifications of
these funding decisions could reverberate throughout the
scientific community, and, as Dunn put it, there is undoubtedly
“something to be said for” investing in America’s intellectual
future.
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