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Wakulla Veterans Set for Vital Resources
at Free Community Event!

Wakulla County hosts &quot;A Salute to Our
Veterans&quot; event on June 20, 2025, connecting

veterans with essential services and support.

Wakulla County, USA - In a heartwarming show of community
spirit, Wakulla County is gearing up for its second annual “A
Salute to Our Veterans” event. This initiative, led by Commander
Sean Golder of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Memorial
Post 4538, aims to connect local veterans and their families with
vital services, all under one roof. More than 30 organizations
have joined forces to provide a range of free services, including
medical care, mental health support, dental care, and financial
counseling. As Golder points out, many veterans are reluctant to
seek help due to pride, a sentiment that resonates deeply with
him as he shares his own past hesitations in reaching out for
assistance. According to WTXL, last year’s event served over
300 individuals, and this year, they anticipate even greater
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participation, thanks to support from the VFW and local
community partners.

While the event offers a treasure trove of resources, it is
particularly significant for those veterans who may be at critical
life stages. Golder emphasizes the importance of ensuring that
all veterans receive the benefits they deserve. The upcoming
gathering not only aims to provide essential services but also
fosters a sense of community where veterans can feel
connected and supported.

The Value of Vet Centers

To complement the efforts made during the event, it’s worth
shining a light on the invaluable services provided by Vet
Centers. These community-based centers offer counseling
services tailored to the needs of eligible veterans, service
members, and their families. Whether it’s transitioning to civilian
life or addressing traumatic experiences, including military
sexual trauma (MST), these centers are a lifeline. With options
for individual, group, marriage, and family counseling, they
create a supportive atmosphere that promotes healing.

Access to these services is straightforward, as many of the
counselors are veterans themselves, bringing lived experience
into the counseling room. The Vet Centers also provide referrals
to other VA and community benefits, enhancing the support
network available to veterans. The caring environment ensures
that veterans can receive confidential help at no cost, allowing
for a more personal approach to their mental health needs.

Comprehensive Mental Health Services

The mental health landscape is broad and inclusive, as outlined
by the VA. There are services available for a range of conditions,
including post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and
anxiety. In fact, over 1.7 million veterans accessed these mental
health services last year alone, illustrating the growing demand
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for support. The VA ensures that care options are available
regardless of health care enrollment, including same-day
services for urgent needs.

For those facing crises, the Veterans Crisis Line operates round
the clock, offering immediate and confidential assistance. The
breadth of options, from peer support to therapy, underscores a
commitment to ensuring that veterans have access to the help
they need when they need it. Additionally, those interested in
deeper engagement can explore programs like the BeThere peer
assistance program, which provides ongoing support from fellow
veterans.

The blending of events like “A Salute to Our Veterans” with the
ongoing support available from Vet Centers and the VA reflects
a community that does not just honor its veterans but actively
cultivates their well-being. As Golder’s vision for the event
unfolds, it guarantees that Wakulla County continues to be a
place where veterans can thrive.
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