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DeSantis Signs Controversial Budget:
$80M in Local Projects in Jeopardy!

Explore Walton County&#039;s budget allocations and
impacts from Governor DeSantis&#039; new tax cuts,

including key local projects at risk.

Walton County, Florida, USA - As Florida navigates its budget
for the upcoming fiscal year, recent decisions made by Governor
Ron DeSantis have put funding for various projects in Okaloosa
and Walton counties at risk. A total of $80 million in allocations
has faced potential vetoes, which could significantly impact local
development and services.

In Okaloosa County specifically, funding has been earmarked for
crucial initiatives across education, public health, and
infrastructure. Highlights include $25.5 million for the Northwest
Florida State College Program Fund, $7 million for early
childhood school readiness, and nearly $10 million for water and
wastewater efforts. Walton County is not left out, either; plans



there have $4 million designated for DOT bridge construction
and upgrades to the US-331 Bridge, among other critical local
projects. However, with tensions rising among state
leaders—particularly between DeSantis, House Speaker Daniel
Perez, and Senate President Ben Albritton—the future of these
allocations remains murky, as reported by Mid Bay News.

Tax Cuts and Local Impact

In tandem with the budget worries, Governor DeSantis recently
signed a tax cut bill that promises significant financial
relief—albeit with broader implications. The centerpiece of this
legislation is the elimination of the business rent tax, a move
that is expected to save businesses about $1.53 billion annually.
However, it also comes at a cost: state revenues will drop by
nearly $905 million a year, while local governments stand to
lose about $623 million. Although this tax cut aims to stimulate
the economy, critics argue that the burden will
disproportionately fall on local funding.

The tax package also introduces various permanent tax
exemptions and sales tax holidays, targeting both consumers
and businesses. Among the highlights, there’s the back-to-
school sales tax holiday each August, allowing savings on
clothing under $100 and school supplies under $50. A temporary
holiday for hunting, fishing, and camping gear will also take
place from September 8 through December 31, 2025. Overall,
the plan trims over $2 billion from taxes, as specified by 
Tallahassee.com.

Broader Economic Context

This tax cut measure occurs against a backdrop of significant
economic challenges in Florida. Reports indicate that nearly half
of Florida households struggle to afford basic necessities. The
legislative session has been characterized by disagreements
over budget priorities, with fears of a looming budget deficit of
up to $7 billion by the end of FY 2027-28 if spending continues

https://midbaynews.com/post/desantis-signs-florida-budget-puts-80-million-in-okaloosa-and-walton-projects-at-risk-with-vetoes
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/06/30/desantis-tax-cut-bill/84337628007/


unchecked. Florida has the most regressive tax code in the
United States, exacerbating the financial burden on its low-
income residents, as outlined by Florida Policy.
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As local governments brace for potential cuts in funding amidst
these sweeping tax changes, it will be crucial to see how this
impacts essential services across Florida’s counties. The
decisions made in this legislative session may very well shape
the landscape of support and resources in communities like
Okaloosa and Walton for years to come.
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