18. Juni 2025

High-Speed Chase in Okaloosa County
Ends with Dramatic Arrests

A high-speed chase in Walton County led to two arrests on
June 18, 2025, after a reckless driving incident involving a
child.
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Okaloosa County, Florida, USA - On June 18, 2025, a high-
speed pursuit in Okaloosa County ended dramatically with the
arrest of two individuals, shedding light on the increasingly
contentious issue of police chases in Florida. The chase kicked
off at 8:15 a.m. when an unmarked Florida Highway Patrol (FHP)
vehicle attempted to pull over a white Toyota Corolla traveling
west on Interstate 10. This vehicle had been reported by other
motorists for reckless driving and was found to have an expired
tag, drawing immediate attention from law enforcement.

The driver of the Corolla, identified as 30-year-old Kyle Lee Bird
from Zephyrhills, chose to flee, altering course to exit onto
southbound State Road 285 at Exit 70. The chase continued



until it reached mile marker 9, where Bird made a sharp left
onto Range Road 201. As the pursuit intensified, FHP troopers
utilized a Precision Immobilization Technique (PIT maneuver),
bringing the dramatic high-speed chase to a halt.

Details of the Incident

The vehicle was not just occupied by Bird but also had three
adults and an 18-month-old child onboard. Thankfully, no
injuries were reported during this tense incident. Bird was
arrested and is facing multiple charges, including reckless
driving, aggravated fleeing to elude, child endangerment, felony
possession of methamphetamine, and felony possession of a
marijuana derivative. His passenger, 31-year-old Marissa Lynn
Brimlow of Riverview, was also taken into custody for possession
of marijuana and a felony violation of probation.

Interestingly, the 18-year-old male rear passenger from
Riverview was not charged during this incident, and the child
has since been placed under the care of representatives from
the Department of Children and Family Services.

Context and Policy Changes

This chase comes on the heels of significant changes to the
FHP’s pursuit policy, which has stirred debate about the safety
and necessity of police chases. Critics argue that the revisions
blur the lines of when a chase is deemed safe or appropriate.
According to Florida Trident, the policy allows troopers to
make real-time decisions without prior supervisor approval,
opening the door for potentially dangerous pursuits.

National discussions around police liability and practices are also
gaining traction. The Supreme Court has been asked to weigh in
on issues related to high-speed chases and the resultant injuries
or fatalities, debating whether high-speed driving incidents by
police can violate substantive due process rights. The SCOTUS
Blog highlights varying standards among different circuit courts


https://floridatrident.org/the-price-of-pursuit-fhps-new-policy-blurs-when-its-safe-to-chase/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/07/high-speed-pursuit-liability-and-other-questions-surrounding-police-activities/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2021/07/high-speed-pursuit-liability-and-other-questions-surrounding-police-activities/

regarding police liability in such cases.

Past incidents have shown just how perilous these pursuits can
become. In a tragic case from April 20, four teenagers driving a
stolen Honda CR-V faced police pursuit, culminating in a crash
that critically injured three of them, with two fatalities. Families
of the deceased have questioned the necessity of PIT
maneuvers in pursuits, echoing concerns about the evolving
practices of FHP, particularly after recent policy changes.

Amid the debate, advocacy groups continue to call for reform in
pursuit policies, emphasizing a need for safer alternatives to
apprehend suspects involved in non-violent offenses. After all,
when the chase can endanger not only the fleeing suspects but
also innocent bystanders, there’s surely something to be said for
reevaluating the stakes involved in high-speed pursuits.
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