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Stuart&#039;s Brightline Station: A $60
Million Leap for Local Transit!

Learn about Walton County&#039;s Brightline station
plans, federal funding updates, and the future of high-
speed rail in Florida.

500 S.E. Flagler Ave, Stuart, FL, USA - As the summer sun
shines bright over Florida, the railroading community is buzzing
with excitement over the upcoming developments in high-speed
rail travel. Brightline, Florida’s own high-speed passenger rail
service, continues to expand its reach, and it’s not just about
adding more stations. Updates reveal promising news about its
future and the long-awaited Stuart station, planned for 500 S.E.
Flagler Ave. in Martin County.

Brightline currently boasts stations across Miami, Orlando, West
Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, Aventura, and Boca Raton. Now,

Martin County is eagerly anticipating the arrival of a new station,
but it’s been no easy ride. The total expected cost for the Stuart



station is around $60 million, and Martin County has already set
aside $15 million. However, the county is still waiting on a
crucial $45 million federal grant that would help bring this
project to fruition, as reported by TCPalm.

Moving Forward

The clock is ticking, especially with a 2018 lawsuit settlement
stipulating that Brightline must open at least one station on the
Treasure Coast by September 22, 2028. Tracks are being laid
down, and Brightline’s sleek trains, which can reach speeds of
up to 125 mph, promise to make travel between Florida cities
swifter than ever. Speed tests conducted in October 2023
revealed trains cruising between 23 mph and 82 mph at various
locations along the coast, showcasing the potential for faster
transit times.

Brightline is also eyeing new stations in Cocoa on the famed
Space Coast. With each step forward, the rail service aims to
connect communities in ways that roads and air travel cannot.

Brightline West Takes Shape

Meanwhile, over in the West, the Brightline West project is
making waves as it gears up to connect Las Vegas with Southern
California. This initiative has been given a significant boost
through a $3 billion grant agreement signed by the Federal
Railroad Administration and the Nevada Department of
Transportation. This project aims to be the first true high-speed
rail line in the U.S., promising to let trains zip through the desert
at speeds exceeding 200 miles per hour.

Expected to create over 35,000 jobs, including more than
10,000 union construction roles, this undertaking is not just
about getting from point A to point B efficiently—it’s also about
bolstering local economies. Environmental benefits are another
key component, with plans to remove around three million cars
from highways and eliminate over 400,000 tons of emissions


https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/local/martin-county/2025/06/12/when-will-stuart-brightline-station-open-where-does-brightline-stop-miami-west-palm-beach/84134870007/

annually, aligning with the increasing demand for sustainable
transport options. Brightline West’s operations are slated to
begin in 2028, dramatically cutting down travel time between
the two regions to just two hours, as highlighted by Brightline
West.

Challenges and Hopes

As Brightline West rolls forward, it faces challenges similar to
those of other high-speed rail projects in the U.S. The California
High-Speed Rail Authority, for instance, grapples with funding
issues, contract delays, and an undeniable funding gap. Critics
have even gone as far as to question the utility of federal
investments in projects plagued by complications. Yet, with the
Biden administration’s commitment to funding Brightline West,
including over $3 billion since 2021 and even more authorized
from private activity bonds, hopes remain high, especially
amongst rail advocates who see a successful Brightline
endeavor as paving the way for future projects.

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy has praised Brightline
West’s progression, stating it’s ,,on budget and on time,* a stark
contrast to the hurdles faced by other initiatives. The winds of
change might just be blowing favorably for high-speed rail in
America, suggesting that a connected future via trains could
soon be a reality.
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