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Walton County&#039;s Major Burlison
Graduates from Elite FBI Academy!

Major Dustin Burlison of the Walton County Sheriff’s Office
graduates from the prestigious FBI National Academy,
emphasizing leadership and community service.

Walton County, USA - Major Dustin Burlison of the Walton
County Sheriff’s Office is making headlines after graduating from
the prestigious FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia. This
elite program is not just a feather in his cap; it places him
among the ranks of over 56,000 law enforcement professionals
who have completed its rigorous curriculum since its inception in
1935. With less than one percent of officers nationwide
possessing this accolade, Major Burlison’s achievement is

indeed noteworthy.

The 294th session of the FBI National Academy included a
diverse group of participants from 48 states, the District of
Columbia, 14 international countries, six military branches, and



four federal civilian organizations. This well-rounded cohort
reflects the academy’s commitment to fostering a global
network of police leadership. The ten-week program is offered
strictly by invitation and is known for its challenging coursework,
encompassing advanced communication, management
strategies, fitness, and leadership development.

A Foundation of Leadership

Throughout his law enforcement career, which began in 2005 as
a detention deputy, Major Burlison has taken on various
roles—from patrol and narcotics to property crimes and SWAT
team capacities. His leadership journey includes key positions
like District Commander and Training Bureau Chief,
demonstrating a trajectory that embodies dedication and hard
work.

In 2022, he demonstrated further academic prowess by
graduating from the National Command and Staff College,
receiving both the Capstone Award and the President’s Award
for his exceptional achievements in leadership and academics.
As an adjunct instructor for Northwest Florida State College and
the National Command and Staff College, he is not just a leader
but also a mentor, sharing his wealth of knowledge with
upcoming law enforcement professionals. Major Burlison
expressed gratitude for the opportunity to represent Walton
County and the Sheriff’s Office at the FBI National Academy,
with an eye set on applying his newfound skills to better serve
the community.

The Importance of Leadership Training

Leadership training is crucial in law enforcement, especially as
officers transition into supervisory roles—a journey that can be
fraught with challenges. Many states do not mandate leadership
training for new police leaders, which often leaves them
unprepared. Organizations like the FBI National Academy offer
structured paths that help cultivate essential skills for effective



leadership in policing.

e The Leadership Certification Program aims to
develop law enforcement leaders with courses covering
the latest strategies and techniques. It prepares officers
to lead their units and agencies effectively.

e The Leadership in Police Organizations program utilizes
innovative methods like role-playing and case studies to
reinforce behavioral science theories, ensuring leaders
are well-prepared for the complexities of modern
policing.

e Programs such as the Supervisor Leadership Institute
and Command Leadership Institute focus on mentorship
and risk management, crucial areas for any successful
leader.

e Finally, there are specialized courses like the Active
Attack Event Response Leadership training that align
with current needs in law enforcement, promoting
readiness in critical situations.

As more law enforcement professionals embrace these training
opportunities, the sector stands to benefit from improved
leadership principles and practices. Major Burlison’s graduation
from the FBI National Academy serves as a beacon for others in
law enforcement, highlighting the value of continuous education
and community service.

In closing, it’s clear that with leaders like Major Burlison stepping
up, Walton County—and beyond—will see a positive impact in
policing and community relations. His dedication is a reminder
that there’s always room for growth and improvement in public
service, paving the way for future generations of law
enforcement leaders.
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