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Arkansas Legend Norm DeBriyn Joins
College Baseball Hall of Fame!

Former Arkansas coach Norm DeBriyn will be inducted into
the College Baseball Hall of Fame on February 12, 2026, in
Kansas.

Washington County, Arkansas, USA - Norm DeBriyn, the
legendary former head coach of the Arkansas Razorbacks
baseball team, is all set to take his place among the elite in
college baseball history as he has been elected to the College
Baseball Hall of Fame. This exciting news was announced on
June 23, 2025, when DeBriyn, now 82 years old, was honored for
his remarkable influence on the sport during his four-decade
tenure at Arkansas. He will join 21 others at the Night of
Champions banquet on February 12, 2026, in Overland Park,
Kansas, marking a significant moment for both him and the
Razorbacks community. According to NWA Online, DeBriyn
becomes the second Razorback to receive this honor, following
former player Jeff King’s induction last year.



DeBriyn’s coaching record is impressive, sporting a staggering
1,161 wins against 650 losses and 6 ties, making him the
longest-serving and winningest coach in Arkansas baseball
history. Under his leadership, the Razorbacks made 15
appearances in the NCAA Tournament and reached the College
World Series four times. The highlight of his career undoubtedly
came in 1979 when his team finished as the national runner-up.
His coaching accolades also include seven conference coach of
the year awards from 1978 to 1999, as highlighted by the
Southwest Times Record.

A Legacy Built on Excellence

Taking the reins in 1970 at a young age of 28, DeBriyn faced the
challenge of transforming a team that played its games at the
Washington County Fairgrounds into a formidable powerhouse.
Starting in 1974, after Arkansas joined the Southwest
Conference, DeBriyn led the Razorbacks to win two titles in that
conference, along with additional trophies in the Southeastern
Conference. His impressive roster included coaching 19 All-
America selections, showcasing a focus not only on winning but
also on developing top-tier talent.

Much of DeBriyn’s success can be traced back to his
commitment to improving facilities. His advocacy for upgrades
culminated in the construction of Baum-Walker Stadium in 1996,
which has since become a centerpiece for Razorback baseball.
DeBriyn’s contributions have not gone unnoticed, as he was
already inducted into the American Baseball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2003, as well as the Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame, further solidifying his legacy in the sport.

Joining Fellow Legends

The College Baseball Hall of Fame’s 2025 induction class
includes not just coaches like DeBriyn but also a slew of
remarkable players, such as Mark McGwire and David Price. As
the College Baseball Foundation reports, this new class features



six coaches and 13 players, amongst whom are former national
championship winners. The Night of Champions will also
celebrate those who excelled in the previous season, marking a
vibrant start to the 2026 college baseball season.

It’s noteworthy that the College Baseball Hall of Fame has been
honoring athletes and contributors since its inception in 2006,
with a total of 175 individuals recognized so far. The institution
aims to preserve the rich history of college baseball while
educating fans about its traditions and accomplishments. As the
Hall of Fame seeks a permanent location in Overland Park, this
year’s ceremony serves as both a celebration of past
achievements and a continuation of the sport’s legacy.

With DeBriyn being enshrined in this hall of honor, college
baseball fans everywhere have even more reason to celebrate
the excitement, dedication, and impressive legacy that this
sport has cultivated over the years.
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