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Forsyth Fire Ravages Pine Valley: 17
Homes Lost, Evacuations Underway

Learn about the devastating Forsyth Fire in Washington
County, impacting Pine Valley with evacuations, structure

threats, and firefighting efforts.

Pine Valley, Utah, USA - The Forsyth Fire, which ignited on
June 19 at approximately 17:28 LT (23:28 UTC) in the Pine Valley
Wilderness area near St. George, Utah, has rapidly escalated
into a critical situation, burning across vast tracts of land. As of
this morning, June 21, the fire has expanded to a staggering
6,377 hectares (15,756 acres) and has resulted in the
destruction of at least 17 homes and multiple outbuildings,
according to Watchers News. The combination of gusty winds
and extremely dry vegetation has proved to be a dangerous
mix, enabling the flames to spread laterally at a rapid pace,
producing flames exceeding 10 meters (33 feet) in height.

With no containment lines holding due to unstable wind shifts

https://watchers.news/2025/06/21/forsyth-fire-burns-6300-ha-destroys-17-homes-pine-valley-utah/


and the area’s complex terrain, mandatory evacuations were
put in place for the Pine Valley community and campground. An
estimated 400–500 residents have been displaced, and about
400 structures remain at risk. The fire lies perilously close to
Pine Valley, which is less than 400 meters (1,300 feet) from the
active fire perimeter, raising urgent concerns among property
owners and local officials.

Evacuations and Community Effects

The evacuation orders, announced at 21:30 LT on June 19, have
left many residents anxious about the safety of their homes.
Local authorities have urged the public to steer clear of the area
to facilitate firefighting efforts. The Washington County Sheriff’s
Office is presently coordinating evacuations, as well as
controlling the fire perimeter to ensure that resources are not
stretched too thin amid the ongoing chaos.

More than 150 firefighting personnel are already on site,
including hotshot crews, hand crews, engine teams, and dozer
units. Aviation assistance features prominently in suppression
efforts, utilizing large air tankers (LATs), single-engine air
tankers (SEATs), and helicopters. Ground crews are
concentrated on enhancing existing fuel breaks to curb the
flames and protect structures.

Weather and Challenges

Weather conditions are complicating firefighting efforts. While
Pine Valley recorded warm temperatures of about 25 °C (77 °F)
and relative humidity levels around 19% on June 20, sustained
winds from the south-southwest reached speeds of 40-56 km/h
(25-35 mph) with gusts up to 80 km/h (50 mph). According to
the forecasts, this sunny and dry weather, combined with strong
winds, is expected to persist, further challenging containment
efforts and the safety of both firefighters and residents.

In addition to local firefighting resources, Rocky Mountain Power



has implemented a public safety power shutoff across central
and southern Utah to mitigate the chances of further ignitions.
As the situation develops, FEMA has approved a Fire
Management Assistance Grant (FMAG) designed to reimburse a
significant portion—75%—of eligible suppression costs. With
wildfires becoming an all-too-familiar threat, the National
Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) remains a critical touchpoint for
current information regarding wildland fire situations
nationwide. According to NIFC, they provide updates, statistics,
and essential resources for affected communities.

The Forsyth Fire’s progression highlights yet again the pressing
need for proactive measures against wildfires as communities
strive to balance safety with the preservation of their homes and
natural landscapes. The fire situation calls for vigilance from all
residents, alongside an urgent plea for ongoing support from
firefighting crews battling these formidable flames.
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