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Sam Bennett: From Draft Struggles to
$10M Free Agency Star!

Florida Panthers forward Sam Bennett, fresh off a Stanley
Cup victory and Conn Smythe win, faces free agency

concerns as his contract nears expiration.

Amerant Bank Arena, Florida, USA - The future looks bright
for Sam Bennett, the Florida Panthers’ dynamic forward, as he
prepares to step into unrestricted free agency on July 1. With a
stellar season behind him and a significant role in leading the
Panthers to a second consecutive Stanley Cup victory, there’s
much excitement surrounding his next move.

Bennett recently clinched the Conn Smythe Trophy, becoming
the first player in Panthers history to do so. This recognition
follows an impressive postseason where he racked up 22 points,
contributing 15 goals and 7 assists over 23 games. These
accomplishments solidify his status as a key player for the team,
particularly after being traded to the Panthers from the Calgary



Flames in April 2021. Notably, he expressed deep affection for
his team, stating, „This is the team I love to play for“ (Pro
Football Network).

A Promising Player on the Rise

Mike Vernon, a former NHL goaltender, believes Bennett’s
connection and performance with the Panthers will influence his
decision to stay with the organization. He highlighted Bennett’s
positive experience since joining the team, suggesting that this
relational dynamic could play a crucial role in contract
negotiations. After being drafted fourth overall in 2014, Bennett
struggled to find his footing until his move to Florida, where he
has blossomed into a pivotal player, especially during the recent
championship runs (Pro Football Network).

In the heat of the Stanley Cup playoffs, Bennett led all players
with 14 goals, showcasing his incredible skills. Paul Bissonnette,
a former NHL player turned analyst, has touted Bennett’s
performance, suggesting he deserves a contract in the range of
$10 million due to his contributions during the playoffs
(Sportskeeda).

A True MVP

Coach Paul Maurice has also praised Bennett’s dedication,
noting his hard work and significant contribution to the team’s
success. This year, Bennett achieved career highs with 51
points, including 26 assists and 25 goals in 76 regular-season
games, as he helped the Panthers not just to win games, but to
build an identity as a formidable force in the NHL (NHL.com).

Bennett’s transition from a struggling prospect in Calgary to a
celebrated champion in Florida encapsulates a profound
transformation bolstered by hard work and a supportive team
environment. With the NHL season ebbing into the offseason,
the anticipation of what Bennett’s future holds captivates both
fans and analysts alike. Can he remain in Florida, where he has

https://www.profootballnetwork.com/nhl/mike-vernon-discusses-sam-bennett-future/
https://www.profootballnetwork.com/nhl/mike-vernon-discusses-sam-bennett-future/
https://www.profootballnetwork.com/nhl/mike-vernon-discusses-sam-bennett-future/
https://www.sportskeeda.com/us/nhl/news-biz-opines-sam-bennett-will-land-10-000-000-contract-free-agency-2025-stanley-cup-playoffs-top-scorer
https://www.nhl.com/news/florida-panthers-sam-bennett-wins-2025-conn-smythe-trophy-playoffs-mvp


found immense success and camaraderie among his
teammates, or will he pursue new horizons as a highly sought-
after free agent? Only time will tell, but one thing is for sure:
Sam Bennett is a name to watch in the coming weeks.

As the Panthers prepare for another season, the decisions they
make regarding key players like Bennett could define their
trajectory in the league. The hockey world waits with bated
breath to see how this story unfolds.
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