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Collier County Simplifies Construction
Licensing for 24 Trades!

Collier County streamlines construction licensing for 24
trades, promoting business growth with state law changes

effective July 1, 2025.

2800 Horseshoe Drive N, Naples, FL 34104, USA - Collier
County is ringing in some significant changes in the realm of
construction with the recent announcement of a new $265
million heart center set to rise on the NCH Baker Hospital
campus. This massive project not only marks an investment in
healthcare but also coincides with a shift in local policy
regarding contractor licensing that could impact businesses
across the area.

As of July 1, 2025, Collier County has officially removed local
licensing requirements for 24 specialty contractor trades. This
marks a notable effort to simplify construction licensing, aligning
with statewide initiatives designed to promote business growth



and streamline regulatory processes. Local licensing rules have
been scrapped due to changes in state law, paving the way for
easier operations for contractors across various
sectors—including painters, landscapers, and flooring installers,
among others. The goal here is clear: to standardize and
centralize the licensing process at the state level, easing the
burden on contractors while enhancing efficiency.

What Does This Mean for Contractors?

Under the new regulations, numerous specialty contractors in
Florida will no longer need state or local licenses to operate. This
allows businesses to concentrate on what they do best without
the added stress of navigating complex licensing requirements.
Notably, work that can be performed without a state license
includes cabinetry, countertops, painting, and more, making it
easier for contractors to serve clients without red tape holding
them back.

Nonetheless, there’s still something to discuss about the
requirement for obtaining a local business tax receipt. All
businesses operating within the county—be it in Naples, Marco
Island, or Everglades—must secure this receipt from the Collier
County Tax Collector’s Office. This tax receipt is specific to the
type of work performed and is issued annually, with fees that
vary according to the business type. One ought to consider this
an essential step before starting any projects in the area.

Essential Regulations and Support

Even with these changes, the need for an accountable system
remains. According to the Collier County Operations &
Regulatory Management Division, they oversee licensed
contractors, managing complaints against unlicensed trades
through their Contractor Licensing Section. This division ensures
that contractors are regulated under Chapter 22 Article V of the
Code of Laws and Ordinances and Chapter 489 of the Florida
Statutes. Complaining about unlicensed contractors? You can file



a complaint through their dedicated web portal or via phone at
(239) 252-2431, should you need assistance.

This change comes amidst the backdrop of State of Florida
House Bill No. 735, which may affect the status and expiration of
certain Certificates of Competency in Collier County as of July 1,
2023. For anyone navigating this landscape, staying updated is
crucial. More details can be found directly on the Collier
County website.

As these developments unfold, it remains to be seen how the
relaxed regulations will affect the construction landscape in
Collier County. Will decreased barriers encourage more local
entrepreneurship? Given the current health facility investments,
the hope is that ease of access will lead to thriving business and
community growth.

For those looking to dive deeper into local licensing
requirements or variations across the state, further information
is available through the Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation.

In the end, these shifts represent a balancing act between
regulatory oversight and business freedom—a challenge not
unfamiliar in the sunshine state.
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