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Avow Expands Hospice Care to Lee,
Glades, and Hendry Counties

Glades County sees new hospice expansions by Avow and
others amid debates on local care needs and projected

population growth.

Glades County, Florida, USA - In a noteworthy development
for the healthcare landscape of Southwest Florida, the nonprofit
hospice organization Avow, based in Collier County, is gearing
up to expand its services into Lee, Glades, and Hendry counties.
This move aligns with recent state approval, marking the entry
of three new hospice organizations into the Lee County market,
a decision that has sparked both excitement and debate among
existing providers and community members alike. According to 
News-Press, Avow’s mission is to provide high-quality hospice
care and it plans to maintain an office in either Hendry or Glades
while collaborating with local hospitals and nursing facilities to
fulfill inpatient care needs.

https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2025/06/27/collier-based-avow-will-expand-in-lee-and-rural-glades-and-hendry/84350821007/


As a seasoned player in Collier County for 40 years, Avow is no
stranger to the challenges and rewards of hospice care. The
organization has already gathered robust support, boasting 135
letters of backing from various healthcare entities and business
leaders. They project to serve 450 patients in their first year of
operations in the new counties, with plans to expand to 600
patients by the second year. However, the need for more
hospice services remains a contentious topic, particularly as
longtime providers like Hope Hospice and Vitas Healthcare
express skepticism about the actual demand for additional
programs in the area.

Broader Context of Hospice Care

For a solution-focused look at hospice care trends, the National
Hospice and Palliative Care Organization (NHPCO) recently
released its 2024 Facts and Figures report. This annual
publication, which has been a staple for over 20 years, outlines
key data regarding hospice care delivery, including patient
demographics and Medicare spending patterns. Notably, the
report revealed that in 2022, nearly half of all Medicare
decedents utilized hospice services, marking the first growth in
usage since 2019. This aligns with national trends indicating an
increasing acceptance and understanding of hospice care,
particularly among diverse racial groups, including a significant
uptick among Hispanic Medicare beneficiaries.

The NHPCO report highlights that hospice care focuses on
providing comfort and quality of life for individuals diagnosed
with terminal conditions. This framework is essential,
considering that spending on hospice care reached $25.8 billion
in 2023 and is expected to double by 2033. Yet, the report also
brings attention to growing concerns about potential fraud
within the hospice sector, a risk that could jeopardize the quality
and availability of care as more providers enter the marketplace.
Over the previous year, statistics suggest that Medicare-enrolled
hospice users saved the healthcare system approximately $3.5
billion in their final year of life, primarily by reducing overall care



expenses.

Local Providers and Future Needs

In addition to Avow’s expansion, two other organizations, Heart
‘n Soul Hospice and Safe Harbor Hospice, are also seeking to
establish their presence in the area. Heart ‘n Soul, which
operates minority-owned services in Tennessee and Seattle, has
submitted a project cost of $284,000, backed by 63 letters of
support. Safe Harbor, a relative newcomer registered in Miami,
aims to set up operations in both Fort Myers and Hendry or
Glades County, projecting to serve 235 patients within their first
year.

As the debate rages on over the necessity of supplementing
existing hospice services, it’s important to recognize the
projections indicating that about 1,875 individuals in the region
will require hospice care in the near future. With a combined
population nearing one million across Lee, Glades, and Hendry
counties, and an expected 10,772 deaths in the coming year,
the pressure to adapt and expand hospice services appears
inevitable.

In sum, as Avow prepares to expand and integrate into these
communities, the hospice landscape in Southwest Florida is on
the brink of significant transformation, running parallel with
national trends and raising questions about accessibility, quality,
and the ongoing challenge of ensuring adequate, compassionate
care at the end of life. For now, the community watches closely
as the dynamics between new entrants and established
providers unfold in this vital sector.
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