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$675 Million Boost for Florida Farmers to
Recover from Hurricanes!

Hendry County receives $675.9M for hurricane recovery,
aiding farmers after recent storms and supporting vital

agricultural sectors.

Hendry County, Florida, USA - In a significant move for
Florida’s agricultural sector, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke
L. Rollins has signed a $675.9 million block grant agreement
with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. This funding, announced recently, targets recovery
efforts for farmers grappling with the aftermath of Hurricanes
Idalia, Debby, Helene, and Milton. Florida Agriculture
Commissioner Wilton Simpson expressed that this financial
support is crucial for farmers, ranchers, and growers who have
endured challenging weather impacts over consecutive
hurricane seasons. Indeed, it seems there is much to gain for
those in the field.



This financial assistance comes as part of a broader $30 billion
disaster relief effort sanctioned by the American Relief Act.
Florida’s farmers have faced overwhelming losses, with the
agricultural sector incurring damages exceeding $3 billion from
the hurricanes mentioned. In particular, Hurricane Helene
ravaged over 6 million acres of agricultural land, while Milton
also caused havoc across more than 5.7 million acres. This
funding can’t come too soon.

Impact on Farmers and the Industry

The grant will assist producers in counties designated as primary
or contiguous disaster areas in 2023 and 2024. It aims to cover
a range of damages, including infrastructure and specific losses
in the citrus and timber sectors. The agriculture loss estimates
from the recent hurricane seasons are staggering, with a
University of Florida report projecting nearly $976 million in
losses from the 2024 hurricane season alone. Rollins has
underscored that the granted funds will help pave the way for
recovery, which is especially needed given the compounded
challenges farmers face today.

On another note, the agricultural sector is further complicated
by the political discourse surrounding undocumented labor. The
push from Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem for stricter
deportations has raised concerns within the industry. As
reported by Local 10, there will be no amnesty for
undocumented migrants. Farmers have been advised that they
will bear the responsibility for undocumented workers, without
the provision of citizenship. Securing labor while maintaining
proper immigration policies presents a persistent challenge.

Other Available Resources

Florida is also facilitating additional support through the
Business Resource and Assessment Center (BRAC) at the
Hillsborough County Entrepreneur Collaborative Center.
Although this center closed to the public on May 15, 2025,

https://www.local10.com/news/politics/2025/07/21/usda-signs-6759m-agreement-with-fdacs-to-help-florida-farmers/


business owners can still apply for disaster assistance loans
through the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) until
specified deadlines. Particularly, applications for economic injury
can be submitted until July 11, 2025, ensuring that
entrepreneurs have a lifeline as they navigate through recovery.

The SBA’s programs focus not just on agriculture but also extend
to broader business recovery, providing a safety net for those
severely impacted. Employers, it is encouraged, should share
disaster assistance information with their teams, ensuring that
everyone can tap into the resources available. As we look
ahead, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is ramping up
recovery programs and insurance for farmers affected by
natural disasters—underscoring a comprehensive commitment
to help Florida rebuild.

The resilience of Florida’s agricultural community is
commendable; with ample support and ongoing recovery efforts,
there’s hope for a brighter future. The road ahead may still be
long, but with funds flowing and assistance available, Florida
farmers have a fighting chance to reclaim their livelihood.

For further information and resources regarding disaster
recovery, residents can check online via the Hillsborough
County website and explore assistance opportunities offered
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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