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Florida Proposes First Black Bear Hunt in
a Decade Amid Backlash

Florida proposes its first bear hunting season in a decade
starting December 6, 2025, amid growing population
concerns and public debate.

Hendry County, Florida, USA - As Florida faces a rising black
bear population, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) has proposed the first bear hunting season in
a decade. This significant decision comes as the black bear
population has swelled to an estimated 4,300, a stunning
rebound from just 1,200 in the 1990s. The proposed hunting
season, set to run for 23 days starting December 6, awaits
approval at the upcoming August meeting of the Commission,
but has already sparked considerable debate among residents
and conservationists alike. Tallahassee.com reports that the
East Panhandle Bear Hunting Zone would see 68 hunting tags
available, part of a total of 187 statewide. Other zones include
the North Zone with 46 tags, the Central Zone with 18 tags, and
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the South Florida Zone, covering parts of Lee, Collier, and
Hendry counties, having 55 tags available.

Critics of the hunt point to a significant public backlash, with
polls indicating that between 75% and 81% of Floridians
disapprove of the decision. Many residents, including animal
welfare advocates, are pushing for non-lethal methods to
manage human-bear interactions. The FWC has argued that the
hunt is a necessary step to control the bear population and
mitigate potential dangerous encounters between bears and
humans. Currently, Florida’s bears inhabit over 50% of the state,
a notable increase from just 17% in 1994. This expansion
underscores the need for effective management strategies
amidst rising numbers.

Balancing Wildlife and Human Safety

The discussions around this proposed bear hunt are deeply
intertwined with Florida’s wildlife management policies. The
FWC emphasizes that its approach is ,,highly regulated and
highly conservative,* aiming to ensure the hunt respects bear
populations, especially since December is when female bears
and their cubs are denning. Interested hunters will need to apply
for a $5 permit, with successful applicants for resident permits
costing $100 and non-residents paying $300. Hunters will also
need to report their kills to the FWC within 24 hours and
immediately attach their hunting tags post-kill.

It’s worth noting that Florida’s black bear, classified as a
subspecies of the American black bear, has seen a remarkable
recovery. Removed from the State-designated Threatened
Species list in 2012, the bear’s resurgence is a celebrated
conservation success story. However, with this newfound
population, the state also combats increased bear-human
conflict, which many attribute to people improperly storing food
items and trash that attract these animals. MyFWC.com
outlines that the hunt will follow rules established in 2015 and
will prohibit practices like baiting, hunting mothers with cubs,
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and targeting cubs over 100 pounds. The lessons learned from
the 2015 hunt linger in the minds of many advocates, as that
hunt concluded after just two days, with 295 bears killed,
including some lactating mothers, creating orphaned cubs.

Future Considerations

Despite the FWC’s insistence on managing the bear population
through hunting, many in the community remain skeptical.
Recent discussions have also highlighted alternatives, such as
implementing bear-proof trash cans and enhancing public
education on bear safety as more effective methods for reducing
human-bear conflicts. The challenge ahead is clear: how to
balance public sentiment with the ongoing responsibility of
wildlife management. A growing number are voicing their
concerns not only about the proposed hunt, but also about the
broader implications for Florida’s biodiversity and community
safety as more bears wander into urban areas. Flabaranimals
points to a need for the FWC to consider public preferences,
emphasizing education and non-lethal management techniques
as possible solutions while still honoring the state’s rich hunting
traditions.

As the August Commission meeting approaches, the decision
regarding the hunt could set a precedent for future wildlife
management strategies in Florida. With nearly half of the state’s
black bear habitats now integrated with human populations,
finding a balanced approach to coexistence becomes critical for
our state’s wildlife and communities.
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