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Broward Man Arrested for Fatal Boat
Crash: Drunk Driving Charges Filed

A man, Guy Erdman, was arrested in Monroe County for
boating under the influence manslaughter after a fatal

crash in the Florida Keys.

Florida Keys, USA - In a tragic incident that underscores the
perils of boating under the influence, a Broward man has been
arrested following a fatal boat crash in the Florida Keys. Guy
Russell Erdman, 61, from Oakland Park, faces serious charges
including a felony count of boating under the influence (BUI)
manslaughter and six related misdemeanors. The crash resulted
in the death of 24-year-old Sydney A. Cole, a young woman from
North Carolina, highlighting the urgent need for safer boating
practices in the Sunshine State.

The tragic events unfolded on December 27, when Erdman was
operating a 21-foot center console vessel with three passengers
onboard. According to NBC Miami, Erdman collided with an
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anchored sailboat in Buttonwood Sound. The force of the
collision ejected all four occupants into the water. While Good
Samaritans rushed to rescue Erdman and two of the passengers,
Cole was tragically found dead after a prolonged search.

Details of the Incident

Investigations revealed that Erdman had been drinking just
before the crash. Toxicology reports confirmed his blood alcohol
concentration was nearly twice the legal limit of 0.08 in Florida.
This reckless behavior not only cost a life but also serves as a
stark reminder of the dangers associated with drinking and
boating. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC) has long emphasized the hazards linked to operating a
vessel while under the influence of alcohol.

WSVN reports that Erdman has been booked into Monroe
County jail and is set for arraignment next month. The legal
repercussions are severe for such offenses, and in Florida,
penalties for a first BUI conviction can include up to six months
in jail, a fine, and community service, which only escalates with
subsequent convictions.

The Bigger Picture

Florida is known for its vast waterways, boasting over 1 million
registered recreational boats, the highest in the nation as of
2022. However, this popularity comes at a cost, with a statistics
revealing a troubling trend. In 2021 alone, the state recorded
723 boating-related accidents, making it crucial for both novice
and experienced boaters to understand the risks involved,
particularly with alcohol consumption. According to JD Supra,
alcohol is a leading cause of boating accidents, participating in
over 7% of incidents, or approximately 330 each year.

Moreover, the FWC outlines several safe boating practices that
everyone should adhere to, including wearing a life jacket,
taking a boating safety course, and never mixing alcohol with
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boating. Adopting these prudent measures could save lives
while enjoying Florida’s beautiful waterways.

As the legal proceedings unfold for Guy Erdman, we are
reminded that the consequences of impaired boating extend far
beyond the individual. The community feels the impact of such
tragedies, prompting us all to consider our responsibilities on
the water. It’s time to shift the tide towards safer boating
practices—there’s truly no justification for risking lives while
enjoying the beauty of Florida’s waters.
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