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Families File Lawsuit Against Orlando
After Halloween Tragedy

Families of Orlando shooting victims sue the city, citing
negligence in security during a Halloween event that left

two dead.

Orlando, Florida, United States - In the aftermath of a tragic
mass shooting during a Halloween street party in downtown
Orlando, families have banded together to demand
accountability. Shortly after 1 a.m. on November 1, 2024,
17-year-old Jaylen Dwayne Edgar allegedly opened fire into a
crowd of about 75,000 attendees, resulting in the deaths of
Timothy Schmidt Jr. and Tyrek Hill, along with injuries to seven
others and one individual being trampled in the chaos. The
families, representing the victims, have filed a lawsuit against
the city of Orlando, its police department, and various event
organizers, citing negligence in crowd control and security
planning, according to Florida Daily.

https://floridadaily.com/multiple-families-sue-city-of-orlando-over-halloween-mass-shooting/


The lawsuit, filed by the Haggard Law Firm, raises serious
concerns about the adequacy of safety measures in place during
the event. Attorney Michael Haggard emphasized the
devastating impact of this tragedy on the families and
questioned whether the city and its police force were properly
equipped to handle such a large gathering. „We need to know
what happened and why,“ he suggested, calling for a thorough
examination of the security planning leading up to that fateful
night.

A Deep Sense of Loss

Timothy Schmidt Sr., mourning the loss of his son, shared how
shattered lives continue to reverberate through their family. “It’s
hard to put into words the milestones he won’t reach,” said
Schmidt. Similarly, Tyrek Hill’s mother, Teresa Clinton,
expressed her deep anguish and criticized what she perceives
as negligence that contributed to her son’s untimely demise.

While about 100 officers were present at the event, according to
Orlando Police Chief Eric Smith, there are lingering questions
about security effectiveness. The new Florida law permitting
concealed carry without a permit, providing state-wide flexibility
for gun owners, has also complicated law enforcement’s ability
to conduct effective weapon checks. With these factors
combined, it’s no wonder that there are calls for a
reexamination of regulations governing public safety measures
during large gatherings.

Broader Context of Mass Shootings

This tragedy in Orlando is not an isolated incident but rather
part of a broader trend in the United States regarding mass
shootings. A database compiled by the National Institute of
Justice reveals that many shooters have experienced personal
traumas and crises leading to their actions. Most mass shooters,
including those in public venues like the Orlando incident, often
use legally obtained firearms, highlighting the pressing need for



conversation about gun safety and regulations moving forward.
Notably, 97.7% of shooters are male, with many struggling with
severe issues from childhood and adult life, as noted in research
from NIJ.

Orlando is particularly aware of this cycle of violence, having
faced similar challenges in the past, including another shooting
incident in July 2022. The city’s officials are now forced to
address safety in a more serious light, revising strategies to
manage crowd dynamics and improve upon security protocols.
Recent changes in downtown Orlando include reopening streets
to vehicular traffic during late-night hours and implementing
new crowd control measures.

Overall, families affected by this tragedy are seeking more than
just justice; they want answers. The recent filing against the City
of Orlando not only symbolizes their grief but also demands a
change in how large public events are managed. Without action
and accountability, these families fear that their losses may
become just another statistic in the ongoing saga of mass
shootings blamed on inadequate preparation and measures.
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