
05. Juni 2025

Nuggets Face Offseason Dilemma: Will
Westbrook Stay or Go?

Explore Key West&#039;s vibrant culture, stunning
landscapes, and unique history, perfect for your next

tropical getaway.

Key West, Florida, USA - The Denver Nuggets are at a pivotal
juncture as they navigate the offseason, making critical choices
about their roster and coaching staff. Following a disappointing
playoff run, the team made the bold move to fire head coach
Michael Malone and general manager Calvin Booth. Stepping
into the role of full-time head coach is David Adelman, who has
chosen to part ways with a majority of his assistant coaches. The
team now faces uncertainty about which players will return, with
backup point guard Russell Westbrook holding a player option
for next season.

As the Nuggets look ahead, reports indicate that Hapoel Tel
Aviv, a team in Europe, has made initial contact with Westbrook.

https://news.yahoo.com/sports/article/nuggets-rumors-russell-westbrook-massive-020453220.html


The club is poised to extend a lucrative contract that is expected
to be unprecedented in European basketball. This could prompt
a significant decision for Westbrook, who averaged 13.3 points,
4.9 rebounds, 6.1 assists, and 1.4 steals per game in his first
season with the Nuggets. Despite being recognized as a leader
and hustle player, Westbrook is seen as having had a mixed
season, particularly in the playoffs.

What’s Next for Westbrook?

At 36 years old, Russ is nearing the twilight of his career, but
there’s still a flicker of opportunity abroad. The initial whispers
of a major financial offer from Hapoel Tel Aviv have made the
rounds, and although Westbrook is not widely expected to head
overseas, one cannot deny that a compelling proposal could
shift his perspective. Reports from Sports Illustrated detail
that Hapoel Tel Aviv, the defending EuroCup champions with a
history of signings like Patrick Beverley, could provide
Westbrook with a unique chance to redefine his career on an
international stage.

The Nuggets are in a tight spot. Losing a player of Westbrook’s
caliber could leave a gaping hole in their lineup. With limited
cash and assets, the team will need to make calculated
decisions moving forward. Keeping him for another year might
be the most prudent path should he opt into his player option.
As the scenario unfolds, the questions abound: How will this
shape the future of the Nuggets? Can they retain a player whose
contributions go beyond mere numbers?

The Larger Picture: The Financial
Landscape

Understanding the financial implications of these decisions
offers further insight. According to ESPN, NBA players face
deductions from their gross salaries, which can significantly
affect their take-home pay. Even players based in no-income-tax

https://www.si.com/nba/nuggets/news/russell-westbrook-reportedly-expected-to-receive-massive-offer-01jwyvjsv1sv
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/20715128/nba-player-salaries-take-home-pay


states contend with what are termed „Jock Taxes“ for games
played in jurisdictions with tax obligations. These financial
nuances play into the decisions players make regarding their
careers—especially someone like Westbrook, who is well-
acquainted with the nuances of NBA contracts. When you factor
in endorsement deals and various state tax laws, it’s clear that
financial security is a top concern.

In the coming weeks, the Nuggets will need to engage in careful
deliberation regarding their future. With potential offers looming
from overseas and questions about player retention, the stakes
have never been higher. It’s a delicate balance between
capitalizing on the present and preparing for the future, and for
the Nuggets, every decision counts.
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