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Key West Captain Arrested for Shark
Stabbing in Shocking Snapchat Video
A Key West fisherman faces animal cruelty charges for

stabbing a shark in a viral Snapchat video. Authorities urge
reporting of wildlife violations.

Key West, Florida, USA - In the heart of Florida, a disturbing
trend is emerging involving the treatment of marine wildlife.
Recent incidents have put a spotlight on the actions of several
individuals and the serious legal consequences they face.
Among the most notable is Zane Garrett, a 26-year-old charter
boat captain from Key West, who has recently been charged for
his shocking actions captured in a viral Snapchat video.

On May 22, the video titled „Bud Broke My Rod“ showed Garrett
repeatedly stabbing a bull shark near a wreck site off Key West.
As reported by Scallywag and Vagabond, he was later
arrested for aggravated animal cruelty after an anonymous
tipster alerted the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

https://scallywagandvagabond.com/2025/06/zane-garrett-key-west-fisherman-charged-in-snapchat-shark-stabbing-video/


Commission (FWC) to the grisly scene. The tipster expressed
concerns about not just the violence towards the shark but also
the troubling trend of showcasing such behavior on social
media.

Actions and Repercussions

During his questioning, Garrett claimed his stabbing was a
common practice to deter sharks from stealing his catches,
describing the animal as nothing more than a nuisance.
However, his methods involved unnecessary harm, as the video
depicted the shark bleeding profusely before being released.
Authorities quickly condemned Garrett’s actions, reaffirming the
belief that such cruelty has no place in today’s society.

Garrett’s actions are just the tip of the iceberg. Another incident
involved three Florida men, including *Siesta Key* reality star
Michael Wenzel, who faced similar charges for animal cruelty
related to an Instagram video showing a shark being dragged
behind a boat. The fallout from this incident sparked
international outrage and ignited debates concerning the ethics
of wildlife treatment, with many calling for a boycott of the show
featuring Wenzel. The FWC conducted a four-month
investigation into this disheartening event, leading to charges
for each of the men involved.

Among the suspects, Wenzel and Robert Lee Benac from
Bradenton, as well as Spencer Heintz from Palmetto, received
multiple felony counts of aggravated animal cruelty. Each of
their actions has spurred anger and has led to an essential
conversation about marine life conservation in Florida.
According to PassageMaker, FWC Chairman Bo Rivard
emphasized that such behavior undermines the efforts to
conserve the state’s rich natural resources.

The Legal Framework

The legal ramifications of these actions are severe. Florida has

https://www.passagemaker.com/trawler-news/florida-men-animal-cruelty-shark-dragging


stringent laws in place designed to protect wildlife from cruelty,
with penalties that vary depending on the nature of the violation
and the species involved. Violations can range from fines up to
$500 for misdemeanors to hefty prison sentences for serious
offenses. For example, unlawful trafficking of protected species
can count as a third-degree felony, potentially leading to five
years in prison and fines of up to $5,000, as outlined by Legal
Clarity.

Individuals charged with these offenses not only face financial
penalties but may also encounter restrictions on hunting
privileges and potential loss of wildlife-related permits.
Furthermore, public awareness and vigilance play a significant
role in addressing such violations. The FWC encourages
residents to report suspected wildlife crimes through their
Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC.

As Florida’s waters continue to be a focal point for conservation
efforts, it’s becoming abundantly clear that there is much work
to be done. As these cases demonstrate, protecting our wildlife
is an ongoing battle. The outrage spurred by such acts of cruelty
is not just an expression of anger but a rallying cry for the
preservation of these magnificent creatures that play a vital role
in our ecosystem.
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