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Join the Southernmost Honor Flight:
Celebrate Our Local Heroes!

Join the July 26 kick-off event for the Southernmost Honor
Flight, honoring local veterans with a trip to D.C. on

September 6.

Tavernier, Florida, USA - This September, Monroe County will
witness a heartfelt tribute to its heroic veterans with the
inaugural “Southernmost Honor Flight.” The flight, organized by
Honor Flight South Florida, is gearing up to honor local veterans
from World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. On
September 6, these brave men and women will embark on a
journey to Washington D.C. to visit memorials dedicated to their
valor, a chance many have long awaited.

Douglas Hurtubise, a remarkable 91-year-old Korean War
veteran, is among the prominent figures participating in this
uplifting initiative. As Keys Weekly reports, according to Ryan
Paton, the co-founder and director of operations for Honor Flight

https://keysweekly.com/42/this-weekend-support-local-vets-trip-to-d-c-at-southernmost-honor-flight-kick-off-event/


South Florida, this marks a significant moment for Monroe
County veterans. It’s an opportunity not just for recognition but
also to celebrate their service while they are still physically able
to make the trip.

A Community Effort

The journey is made possible thanks to the tireless efforts of
volunteer organizations, with Honor Flight South Florida leading
the charge. Since its inception in 2012, this organization has
provided vital services to veterans, including transportation and
police escorts in D.C. All veterans will fly free of charge,
emphasizing the community’s commitment to care for those
who served, as outlined by Honor Flight South Florida.

A military-themed kick-off party will take place at Dillon’s Pub in
Tavernier on July 26, encouraging the community to come
together to support this noble cause. The event promises a
delightful evening, featuring complimentary finger foods and
beverages courtesy of Florida Keys Brewing Company.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive in patriotic attire and
contribute a donation of $20.

When: July 26, 2025
Where: Dillon’s Pub, Tavernier
Cost: $20 to support veterans

The excitement doesn’t end there. After the festivities at Dillon’s
Pub, the celebration will continue at Pinfish Entertainment,
making it a perfect occasion for community camaraderie. Local
organizations, including the Elks Lodge and Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office, are actively backing the journey, illustrating the
collective spirit that makes such events successful.

A Journey of Honor

On September 5, a send-off will be held at various locations
across Monroe County. Following that, the group will receive

https://www.honorflightsouthflorida.org/


complimentary overnight accommodations in Fort Lauderdale,
courtesy of Aero Engine Solutions, before heading out on their
adventure the next day.

Honor Flight South Florida ensures that every detail is taken
care of—from round-trip airfare to deluxe bus transportation and
meals. Special arrangements are made for disabled veterans,
ensuring their comfort during the journey, a testament to the
organization’s commitment to honoring each veteran’s needs.

This initiative is more than just a flight; it’s a deeply emotional
tribute to the sacrifices made by our veterans. The heroes
traveling to D.C. have paved the way for freedom and
democracy, and now the community is ready to show its
gratitude. For anyone looking to learn more about this
heartwarming occasion or to submit a veteran for consideration,
further information can be found at 
honorflightsouthflorida.org.

Details
Ort Tavernier, Florida, USA
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