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NY&#039;s Electric Lawn Equipment
Rebate: A Green Shift in Landscaping!

Discover Monroe County&#039;s efforts to promote
electric lawn equipment through proposed rebates,

tackling pollution from gas-powered tools.

Monroe County, New York, United States - In a world
increasingly concerned about sustainability and air quality,
electric lawn equipment is turning some heads. At a recent CES
trade show, John Deere unveiled cutting-edge autonomous
tractors and an electric commercial lawnmower, signaling a shift
toward greener tools in the gardening space. Monroe County
stands at the forefront of this movement; it ranks fourth in New
York for carbon dioxide emissions from lawn and garden
equipment. A new legislative initiative aims to change that by
proposing rebates for the purchase of electric lawn tools for
commercial and municipal use, as reported by Democrat and
Chronicle.

Not only does this burgeoning trend embrace technological
innovation, but it also seeks to address a pressing
environmental issue. Gas-powered leaf blowers and mowers
contribute significantly to air pollution, with a single gas mower
producing as much pollution in an hour as 11 cars, according to
the EPA. These devices release harmful pollutants like carbon
dioxide and nitrous oxides, as highlighted in a report from Grist.
In 2020 alone, lawn equipment emitted over 30 million tons of
carbon dioxide, outpacing even the emissions of Los Angeles.

Why Go Electric?

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2025/06/09/electric-lawn-equipment-rebates-in-ny/84076857007/
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2025/06/09/electric-lawn-equipment-rebates-in-ny/84076857007/
https://grist.org/technology/lawn-equipment-pollution-report/


The motivation to switch to electric lawn equipment isn’t just
about environmental consciousness; there’s also a cost
advantage to consider. Electric tools typically have lower
lifetime costs due to reduced maintenance needs. Weider’s
Hardware in Fairport has reported a surge in demand for battery-
powered equipment, with more than half of the tools sold now
electric. With the break-even point for electric mowers
compared to gas models just 2.6 years for an average lawn, it’s
clear that there’s something to be said for going electric.

Furthermore, municipalities such as Chili, Greece, Rochester,
and Riga have even exempted landscaping activities from noise
ordinances. That’s significant, considering gas-powered
equipment can reach sound levels close to 100 decibels, not to
mention their notorious pollution output. As the Electric Mower
Report notes, electric mowers operate at a considerably lower
noise level of 75 decibels, making them ideal for noise-sensitive
areas like office parks.

The Bigger Picture

While electric lawn equipment is gaining traction, there’s still
work to be done in the commercial sector, which faces unique
challenges when it comes to electrification. Clean Air Lawn Care,
founded in 2006, epitomizes how a company can adapt to this
growing trend. It currently serves around 10,000 customers
across 16 states, but as electric technology continues to
improve, the hope is that more commercial operators will make
the switch.

The roadmap for change is being laid out, and it starts right at
home with initiatives in Monroe County. If the proposed rebates
pass through the New York State Legislature effectively, we
might just see a shift in the air quality index in more ways than
one. With encouragement from all corners, from hardware
stores to local legislation, the adoption of electric lawn
equipment is set to grow, positioning residents and businesses
alike to do their part for a cleaner, greener future.

https://www.electricmowerreport.com/environment/
https://www.electricmowerreport.com/environment/
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