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Unjust Force: Jacksonville Officer
Suspended After Punching Driver During
Stop

A Jacksonville officer was suspended after video shows him
punching a Black man during a traffic stop, raising
concerns about police conduct.

Jacksonville, Florida, USA - A recent incident involving
Jacksonville police officers has sparked renewed discussions
about systemic issues in law enforcement, particularly regarding
racial bias. On February 19, 2025, during a routine traffic stop,
22-year-old William McNeil Jr. found himself at the center of a
controversial altercation. The stop, initiated for allegedly driving
without headlights during daylight, escalated dramatically.
McNeil asked the officers for clarification on the legality of the
stop, questioning their reasoning. In response, officers broke his
car window and violently arrested him, as captured on video
recorded by McNeil himself. The NBC News report indicates


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/video-shows-florida-officer-punching-black-man-traffic-stop-rcna220017

that the video’s public reception has been significant, with over
27,000 comments and 100,000 shares on social media. This
incident not only raises eyebrows but also highlights ongoing
concerns regarding police conduct and accountability.

In the chaotic moments that followed McNeil’s initial inquiry,
multiple officers struck him before taking him to the ground.
McNeil, who has since engaged civil rights attorneys Harry M.
Daniels and Ben Crump, was arrested under charges that
included driving on a suspended license and resisting arrest
without violence. His attorney argues that McNeil was merely
exercising his rights calmly when the assault occurred. The ABC
Action News coverage emphasizes that McNeil’s experience is
not an isolated incident, tying it to broader systemic issues
within law enforcement, underscored by the vocal reactions
from civil rights advocates and lawmakers alike.

Voices of Dissent

The fallout from the incident has drawn swift condemnation from
community leaders. State Senator Shevrin Jones (D-34) has
characterized McNeil’s treatment as emblematic of entrenched
problems within police practices, calling for both accountability
and reform. Meanwhile, State Representative Angie Nixon (D-
Jacksonville) has formally demanded immediate transparency
from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) regarding the
incident, spotlighting persistent issues surrounding public
records requests and responses to community complaints about
officer behavior. The ABC Action News reports that Sheriff T.K.
Waters has acknowledged the gravity of the situation,
confirming an internal investigation while expressing that he
would not defend the actions of the involved officers.

This incident follows a troubling pattern of police encounters
with Black individuals in Jacksonville. Historical data points to a
concerning trend: a PMCID study reviewed that highlighted
Black men as the most frequent targets of police stops and the
often-negative experiences reported by individuals involved in
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https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/state/civil-rights-attorneys-florida-lawmaker-call-out-deputies-after-black-man-struck-during-stop
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/state/civil-rights-attorneys-florida-lawmaker-call-out-deputies-after-black-man-struck-during-stop
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9744975/

such encounters. This pattern is not unique to Florida; studies
reveal that racial bias in policing is a systemic issue across the
United States and beyond.

The systematic review noted that traffic stops are environments
where racial biases often manifest. Black drivers frequently
receive more tickets and are subjected to excessive force at
disproportionately high rates compared to their White
counterparts. The study emphasizes the urgent need for
interventions aimed at combating these biases within police
forces. As communities react to the incident involving McNeil, it
serves as a rallying cry for broader dialogues about police
practices, racial justice, and the reforms that many advocate for
moving forward.

As Jacksonville watches the aftermath unfold, the hope remains
that this incident will lead to meaningful changes in policing
policies, fostering an environment where all individuals,
regardless of race, are treated with dignity and respect during
interactions with law enforcement.
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