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Former Charlotte Coach Indicted on
Multiple Child Porn Charges!

Former Charlotte High coach Dagoberto Pena faces federal
charges for child pornography, raising concerns over child

safety in Punta Gorda.

Punta Gorda, Florida, USA - In a disheartening turn of events,
Dagoberto Pena, a former teacher and basketball coach at
Charlotte High School in Punta Gorda, has been federally
indicted on four serious charges related to child pornography.
According to Cape Coral Breeze, the allegations stem from an
investigation initiated by Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
Detective Don Woelke, who is part of the FBI Child Exploitation
and Human Trafficking Task Force.

The investigation picked up steam after a concerned parent
reported inappropriate conversations between Pena and her
child on April 26. Following this tip, the Punta Gorda Police
Department stepped in, leading to a thorough examination of
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Pena’s personal and work phones. The results were shocking:
graphic images, videos, and messages involving three juvenile
victims were uncovered.

Exploiting Trust

Pena reportedly used his position as a trusted coach to exploit
the young victims. Offering free training sessions and gifts, he
ingratiated himself with them. Unfortunately, this was just the
beginning. In a harrowing account, it was revealed that he
engaged in sexual activities with one victim at their home,
recording these encounters despite the victim’s evident
discomfort. He even went so far as to threaten his victims,
warning them to delete explicit content and not to report the
abuse for fear of repercussions.

On April 29, an arrest warrant was issued, and he was taken into
custody, facing multiple charges, including unlawful sexual
activity with minors and lewd conduct. By July 9, the situation
spiraled further as Pena was federally indicted on two counts of
production of child pornography, alongside charges for receiving
and possessing such material.

Broader Implications

This case unfolds within a larger, troubling trend surrounding
child exploitation. A recent operation dubbed Janus, involving
law enforcement in North Texas and Alaska, saw nearly 60
people arrested on similar charges, with about 28 children
rescued from sexual exploitation situations, as reported by NBC
DFW. Many individuals apprehended included teachers, first
responders, and other reputable community members, raising
alarms about the infiltration of such heinous crimes in trusted
roles.

This operation highlighted the importance of community
vigilance and reporting suspicious behavior. Moreover, there’s
an urgent need for conversations about online safety, especially
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as a new study published in The Lancet Child & Adolescent
Health indicates that 1 in 12 children are exposed to online
sexual exploitation, according to CNN.

The grim statistic of over 36 million reports of suspected child
sexual exploitation last year underscores the gravity of online
dangers. The online environment has become akin to a “crime
scene” for children especially, with exploitation occurring at an
alarming rate of approximately ten times every second. Experts
emphasize that parents need to actively engage with their
children about online safety and to supervise their digital
activity while respecting their privacy.

Community Responsibility

Punta Gorda Police Chief Pam Smith has emphasized the
importance of child safety, echoing the sentiments of Charlotte
County Superintendent Mark Vianello, who condemned Pena’s
actions as a grave betrayal of trust. It’s a stark reminder that
our guardians and mentors must uphold the highest standards
of conduct. As community members, we must remain alert and
proactive in safeguarding our children from potential threats.
Anyone with further information or those who suspect they may
be victims are urged to contact the Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office at (941) 639-2101.

The horrific events surrounding Dagoberto Pena are not isolated.
As children face increasing threats in both the physical and
digital realms, awareness, education, and action from both the
public and policymakers are crucial in effectively addressing and
preventing online sexual abuse.
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