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Lee County Schools Shine with B Grade,
Maintaining Steady Progress!

Charlotte County maintains a &quot;B&quot; grade in the
2025 school performance report, highlighting steady
educational progress amidst statewide improvements.

Charlotte County, USA - As we delve into the education
landscape of Lee County, exciting news is unfolding with the
release of the 2025 school grades. With a strong ,,B“ rating
maintained for the ninth consecutive year—excluding the
pandemic-affected year of 2020-21—the indicators show that
Lee County schools are holding their ground despite the
challenges posed by recent disruptions. The education system
here stands at a robust juncture, boasting notable achievements
amidst an evolving framework.

The recent report, unveiled on July 7, discloses that 21% of
schools in Lee County earned an ,,A,” while 32% achieved a ,,B.*
A solid 44% scored ,,C,* and, for the first time in years, no



schools were marked with an ,,F.” Superintendent Denise Carlin
expressed optimism about these results, emphasizing a shared
ambition to ascend to the top tier among Florida’s school
districts. Currently, Lee County ranks 37th out of 67 districts
across the state, pointing toward ambitious goals and room for
growth.

Improvements Amidst Challenges

No one can ignore the hard work that has gone into improving
school performance. Flipping the narrative, four
schools—Amanecer Elementary, Edgewood Elementary, J. Colin
English Elementary, and Lemuel Teal Middle School—improved
from ,,D* to ,,C,” indicating effective interventions. Pine Island
Elementary has made outstanding strides, leapfrogging from a
,C*“ to an ,,A.” Beyond that, schools like Gulf Elementary and
North Fort Myers High also rose from ,,B“ to ,,A,* demonstrating
their continued commitment to elevating educational standards.

However, it hasn’t all been smooth sailing. Tortuga Preserve
Elementary fell to a ,,D* and will face the scrutiny of state
oversight next year, alongside Franklin Park and Harlem Heights
Elementary, which remained in the ,,D“ territory. In an effort to
mitigate these challenges, the district plans a series of changes
for the upcoming school year. A strategic 5% budget cut in the
central office has been earmarked to bolster direct support to
schools, while a reorganization aims to streamline bureaucratic
hurdles that may impede progress.

Statewide Trends and Comparisons

Lee County’s results mirror a broader statewide trend in Florida
where, according to Florida Politics, 71% of graded schools have
either an ,,A” or ,,B“ rating, a leap from 64% just one year prior.
Not to be outdone, neighboring districts are also shining bright:
Miami-Dade boasts 63% of its schools at ,,A,” Broward maintains
its ,,A“ with 53%, and Palm Beach County follows suit, showing
47% of schools earning top marks. These achievements



underscore a collective educational rebound following the
pandemic, where educational reforms and progress monitoring
have facilitated this trend.

Lee County’s success story cannot be told without
acknowledging its strategic focus on improving academic
outcomes through initiatives such as Project Believe, aimed at
ensuring high-quality educators are present in every classroom.
The Safe Start Initiative seeks to improve attendance by
adjusting school start times, showcasing actionable steps aimed
at keeping students engaged and present.

With the school district’s leadership firmly focused on creating a
pathway to the number one spot in Florida, the community can
take pride in both current accomplishments and ongoing efforts
to foster a more equitable and high-performing educational
environment. The climb to the top may be steep, but as history
shows, with the right focus and determination, Lee County
schools are well on their way to reaching new heights.

For further details on these developments, check out the
complete reports at Naples News, Lee County Schools, and
Florida Politics.
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