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Naples Faces Severe Job Losses as
Tourism Takes a Nosedive

Explore the job losses and economic trends impacting
Charlotte County, highlighting tourism declines and sector

growth in 2025.

Naples, Florida, USA - The tourism industry in Naples and Fort
Myers is taking a hit, with the latest reports revealing a
significant loss of jobs in the hospitality sector. According to 
Naples News, the Naples area shed around 2,000 jobs in May
alone, heavily influenced by a decline in tourism that has seen a
dwindling number of Canadian visitors. While some other
sectors, like education and health services, saw modest growth,
it wasn’t enough to counterbalance the overall downturn. In fact,
Naples stands out as one of only four metros in Florida that
didn’t experience job gains during this tumultuous period.

The breakdown of job losses paints a more detailed picture. The
leisure and hospitality sector was hit the hardest, registering a

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/local/2025/06/23/naples-fort-myers-metros-lost-thousands-of-jobs-in-tourism-in-may-over-the-year-construction-jobs-up/84286411007/


drop of 2,000 jobs. Government roles also took a hit, losing 500
positions, while professional and business services saw a
decrease of 200 jobs. In stark contrast, sectors such as
manufacturing and construction remained steady, providing a
silver lining amidst the economic clouds.

State-Wide Trends Impacting Local
Economies

Looking at the bigger picture, WGCU highlights that the broader
Florida landscape has seen a more optimistic jobs growth trend.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates a more than 1%
increase in non-farm jobs throughout Florida and the U.S. for the
year ending in April. While the Cape Coral-Fort Myers area
maintained a slight 0.2% increase in non-farm jobs, Naples-
Marco Island faced a decline of 0.6%. It’s a sobering comparison
that reflects Naples‘ struggle to keep pace with its neighbors.

Digging deeper into hospitality statistics, the Naples-Marco
Island area confronted a steep decline of 6.6% in leisure and
hospitality jobs. This downturn echoes trends seen in other
metro areas like Cape Coral-Fort Myers, which also felt a sting
with a 6.9% reduction. It’s a reminder that while the state’s
tourism industry flourished in certain locales, Naples is caught in
a different tide.

Construction Gains Amid Economic
Uncertainty

Despite the setbacks, some sectors are showing glimmers of
hope. Recent reports from Matthews underscore that the
construction sector is booming. In Collier County, more hotel
rooms are coming online, and hotels that were damaged in
Hurricane Ian have reopened. The area is adjusting to the
changing landscape, bringing opportunities where they might
not be expected amidst job losses.

https://www.wgcu.org/consumer-affairs/2025-06-09/naples-lags-behind-state-numbers-in-jobs-growth
https://www.matthews.com/market-report-hospitality-florida/


In a broader context, the Southwest Florida region lost around
5,600 jobs in the leisure and hospitality sector over the past
year, as reported by Naples News. The area’s overall
unemployment rate crept up to 3.7% in May, driven by a
decrease in the labor force. Several factors contribute to this
dwindling workforce, including an aging population and skill
mismatches, which might further complicate recovery efforts.

As Americans, wary of the current economic landscape, begin to
cut back on travel, Naples and Fort Myers must reassess
strategies to attract visitors again. The mix of recent job losses,
alongside strong performances from neighboring areas, serves
as both a cautionary tale and a call to action for local leaders. As
the picture continues to evolve, residents and stakeholders alike
are left wondering: what steps can be taken to restore the
vibrancy of this cherished corner of Florida?
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