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Florida Expands Healthcare for Injured
Officers with Deputy Lahera Act

Governor DeSantis signs the Deputy Andy Lahera Act in
Citrus County, ensuring healthcare for injured law

enforcement officers.

Lecanto, Florida, USA - In a significant legislative move,
Governor Ron DeSantis has put pen to paper on the Deputy
Andy Lahera Act, a new law aimed at ensuring healthcare
coverage for law enforcement officers injured in the line of duty
in Florida. This decision comes on the heels of a tragic incident
involving Deputy Andy Lahera, who has been bravely serving in
the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office since 2009. In May 2023, while
directing traffic during a high school graduation ceremony,
Deputy Lahera was hit by a vehicle, sustaining serious traumatic
brain and spinal cord injuries. His wife, Michelle, hopes this law
will fill a vital gap in coverage that has long put injured officers
and their families at risk of losing medical benefits.



Previously, Florida’s legal framework only guaranteed full
insurance coverage for injuries incurred during pursuits,
emergencies, or unlawful acts. Sadly, injuries sustained by
officers under other circumstances left them vulnerable. As
Michelle Lahera pointed out, workers‘ compensation initially
covered only treatment directly related to the incident, leaving
her husband in a precarious position concerning ongoing
medical care and rehabilitation expenses.

Addressing the Coverage Gap

Just over a year ago, the Lahera family faced the stark reality
that Deputy Lahera could lose his medical insurance despite his
severe injuries. This alarming loophole caught the attention of
many, including Florida House Representative Judson Sapp, who
sponsored the new law motivated by Deputy Lahera’s story.
“Many of us were surprised that such coverage was not already
part of the law,” Sapp noted, revealing a shared frustration
among lawmakers and the community alike.

The Deputy Andy Lahera Act (CS/HB 751) was passed
unanimously in both the House and Senate, marking a
commendable step toward better protecting the financial and
health well-being of officers. Additionally, community support for
the Lahera family has been heartwarming, with fundraising
events held to help pay off their mortgage and ease their
financial burden during this challenging time.

A Broader Context

The new law doesn’t just affect Deputy Lahera; it extends
benefits to all law enforcement, correctional, or probation
officers injured while serving the public. Prior regulations had
severe gaps, with protections largely only extending to those
fallen in the line of duty. Those who suffered life-altering
injuries, like Deputy Lahera, often found themselves at risk of
losing their health coverage altogether.



Moreover, the law illustrates a broader commitment by Florida
lawmakers to address issues affecting public safety personnel.
As highlighted in existing Florida statutes, special provisions
have been made to support firefighters, law enforcement
officers, correctional officers, and probation officers, especially
regarding conditions such as tuberculosis, heart disease, and
hypertension as service-related risks. These efforts reflect an
evolving understanding of the challenges these brave
individuals face, both on and off the job. Law enforcers are
presumed to have incurred certain health issues in the line of
duty unless proven otherwise, ensuring better support for those
risking their lives for the community.

The Deputy Andy Lahera Act shines a light on the need for
continuous legislative review and reform to keep up with the
realities faced by first responders. With Michelle Lahera
continually advocating for her husband’s recovery, the
community’s involvement demonstrates that there’s much to be
said for coming together in support of those who serve and
protect our towns.

For further details, you can read more about the Deputy Andy
Lahera Act on Fox 13 News and Florida Politics. Additionally,
the legal specifics can be found at the Florida Legislature’s
official site.
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