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Bartow Man Arrested for Gatorade Theft,
Caught with Stolen Steaks!

Kenneth DeShawn Bailey, arrested for theft in Polk County,
has multiple felony warrants spanning several Florida

counties, including Hernando.

Auburndale, Florida, USA - Kenneth DeShawn Bailey, a
47-year-old man from Bartow, Central Florida, made headlines
recently after his arrest revealed a troubling pattern of retail
theft. The Polk County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) apprehended
Bailey while he was in the act of stealing $107 worth of
Gatorade from a Winn Dixie store in Auburndale. During his
arrest, law enforcement discovered approximately $470 worth of
stolen steaks from Publix hidden in his vehicle. Bailey’s behavior
is hardly an isolated incident; he already had existing felony
warrants from Polk County linked to thefts at both Rural King in
Lakeland and Publix in Lake Wales.

The troubles don’t end there for Bailey. He stands accused of



additional theft-related offenses across multiple counties,
including Manatee, Marion, Hernando, and Hillsborough. His
lengthy history of retail theft is underscored by multiple
incarcerations in state prison—four times to be exact. What does
this say about the state of retail crime in the area? It paints a
rather concerning picture.

Retail Crime on the Rise

The occurrence of retail theft is not just a local issue; it’s a
growing concern nationwide. According to Loss Prevention
Media, a CFO from a well-known retail chain recently suggested
that the previous focus on „shrink“—the loss of inventory due to
theft—may have been overstated. They reported a shrink rate of
about 3.5% of sales in 2022, but noted improvements in
inventory management through heightened security measures.
This comes at a time when many retailers are feeling the heat
from organized retail crime (ORC), which is said to have
significantly increased, with a 26.5% rise in incidents from 2021
to 2022.

Interestingly, the media has also taken to questioning whether
public concern about retail crime is a form of „moral panic.“ This
phrase, as discussed in the article, implies that society may be
overreacting to the perceived threat of crime, echoing similar
past examples like the satanic panic of the 1980s. The
complexities surrounding crime reporting make it difficult to
fully grasp the true state of retail theft. Studies indicate that
nearly half of retail crime incidents remain unreported to law
enforcement—often due to retailers citing insufficient action
from authorities as the reason.

Public Fear and the Landscape of Crime

It’s not just the retailers who are worried; the public’s fear of
crime, particularly violent crime, seems to be rising as well.
Recent data from Gallup indicates increasing anxieties about
muggings, sexual assaults, and other violent acts. Retail workers
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certainly aren’t immune to these concerns, with a survey by the
Loss Prevention Research Council revealing that over 72% of
loss prevention practitioners consider crime a significant issue
for their associates.

As we reflect on Kenneth Bailey’s case, it’s clear that retail theft
isn’t merely an economic issue; it has broader implications for
community safety and the dynamics between businesses and
law enforcement. Local authorities must re-evaluate their
strategies in combating this disturbing trend, as the mounting
evidence points to a complex situation requiring thoughtful
solutions that go beyond merely labeling public worries as a
moral panic.
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