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Hero Deputy Rescues Boy, 5, After
Terrifying Dog Attack in Florida

An off-duty Hernando County deputy heroically saved a
5-year-old boy from a severe dog attack, demonstrating

quick lifesaving skills.

Weeki Wachee, Florida, United States - In a dramatic
incident on July 11, an off-duty reserve deputy, Stephen Murphy,
came to the rescue of a five-year-old boy following a horrifying
dog attack in Weeki Wachee. Reportedly bitten by his family’s
three Great Danes, the child endured life-threatening injuries
that required immediate and skilled intervention.

Murphy, who has been with Hernando County Fire Rescue since
2016 and became a full-time firefighter paramedic in 2017, was
at home when two other young boys knocked on his door
seeking help. They informed him that their brother was suffering
from severe injuries after being attacked by the family dogs,
which had never shown aggression before. When Murphy arrived



at the scene, he found the boy’s mother holding her injured son,
having witnessed the terrifying ordeal. The child was bleeding
profusely from his head, neck, and body, necessitating urgent
medical care.

The Rescue

Without wasting a moment, Deputy Murphy took the injured boy
to his house to start treatment. He retrieved his medical kit from
his patrol car and provided first aid until on-duty emergency
responders arrived. The child was soon airlifted to a trauma
center in Tampa, where he has begun his road to recovery.
Murphy’s connection to the family—having known them prior to
the incident—drives his commitment to follow up on the boy’s
progress, checking in daily.

As of now, the boy is reportedly improving and even beginning
to walk again, though he has a long recovery ahead. Meanwhile,
the three Great Danes involved in the attack are under a 10-day
quarantine at Hernando County Animal Services, pending further
investigation.

The Wider Context

It’s worth noting that incidents of dog attacks are more common
than one might think. According to Forbes, around 4.5 million
dog bite incidents occur each year, with approximately 30 to 50
fatalities. Children, particularly those ages one to four, make up
a significant portion of the victims in fatal dog attacks. Statistics
show that 29.4% of such attacks involve this age group,
highlighting their vulnerability due to smaller size and a lack of
understanding of aggressive dog behavior.

In this case, the heroic actions of Deputy Murphy have not gone
unnoticed. He is being hailed as a local hero for employing his
life-saving skills at a critical moment. The Hernando County
Sheriff’s Office expressed their gratitude, acknowledging the
importance of swift action in preventing a potential tragedy.

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/legal/dog-attack-statistics-breed/


As the dog attack incidents remind us of the serious
responsibilities that come with pet ownership, this situation
reaffirms that there’s always something to be said for being
prepared. With Murphy’s quick thinking and the community’s
support, one little boy’s life has been touched by courage and
compassion in what could have easily been a far more tragic
story.
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