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Missing Spring Hill Woman with
Alzheimer&#039;s Found Safe with Dog!
Hernando County deputies located missing woman with

Alzheimer&#039;s in Spring Hill. Community assistance
was vital in her safe recovery.

East Linden Estates, Spring Hill, Florida, USA - A tense
situation unfolded recently in Spring Hill, Florida, when residents
united in concern for a missing woman, Ester Caballero Munoz,
who is living with Alzheimer’s disease. Thankfully, the story had
a happy ending—Munoz was safely located thanks to a vigilant
citizen who recognized her and contacted law enforcement.

Munoz was spotted with her white Shih Tzu in the vicinity of
Jessica Drive in East Linden Estates. Prior to her recovery, the
Hernando County Sheriff’s Office issued an urgent plea for public
assistance, urging local residents to keep an eye out for her. The
sheriff’s office had been following a lead from a video that
captured Munoz walking away from her home on Portsmouth



Street just before the sun went down at 6:55 p.m.

Community Involvement

The community’s response was commendable. Neighbors were
encouraged to search their properties thoroughly, including
yards and outbuildings, where she might have sought refuge.
Homeowners with outdoor surveillance equipment were also
asked to check their footage for any sign of Munoz. This
collaborative effort exemplified the strength of community
during times of distress.

If anyone finds themselves in a similar situation with a missing
loved one who has Alzheimer’s, experts advise against
panicking. According to the Alzheimer’s Association, families can
often feel a surge of panic when a person with dementia
wanders away. In such cases, it’s crucial to act swiftly. Time is of
the essence, as individuals who wander are typically found
within half a mile of their homes at most. Start by conducting a
thorough search of the house, including closets, and then the
yard.

Tips for Families and Caregivers

The ,,10 Warning Signs a Driver May Have Alzheimer’s Disease
or Dementia“ pocket card produced by the International
Association of Chiefs of Police provides an excellent resource for
law enforcement and families alike. It helps in recognizing key
indicators relevant to individuals with these conditions.
Moreover, knowing what to do when a loved one goes missing
can save precious time. For instance, if the person is not found
within 15 minutes, it’s advisable to call 911 immediately and
provide all relevant information about the person’s condition,
including their last known location and any distinguishing
features.

Those searching are encouraged to keep updated photographs
and lists of medications at hand. Having this information readily



available can smooth the process when talking to law
enforcement. Better yet, families can improve their
preparedness by enrolling in local community support programs
or utilizing resources like the Alzheimer’s Association Helpline,
which operates 24/7 to assist those in crisis.

In a world that often feels detached, it is heartening to see
communities come together in times of need. The keen eyes of
a neighbor turned a potential tragedy into a safe reunion,
reminding everyone of the importance of vigilance and
compassion. For further information about Alzheimer’s care and
community resources, visit the International Association of
Chiefs of Police and the Guideposts websites.
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