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Democrat Dr. Neil Manimala Takes Aim
at Hillsborough County Seat!

Dr. Neil Manimala, a Democrat, challenges Republican
Donna Cameron Cepeda for Hillsborough County
Commission District 5 seat amid key local issues.

Hillsborough County, Florida - The race for the District 5 seat
on the Hillsborough County Commission is heating up as Dr. Neil
Manimala, a Democrat, announces his candidacy against the
incumbent Republican, Donna Cameron Cepeda. Manimala’s
entry marks a significant moment in local politics as he aims to
reclaim a seat that has seen a Republican hold since 2022. The
stakes are high, as this election could further tip the balance of
power within the County Commission.

Dr. Manimala’s platform is fueled by concerns over economic
uncertainties and a prevailing dissatisfaction with Cepeda’s
policies. Issues like housing affordability, skyrocketing childcare
costs, and worsening traffic congestion are at the forefront of his



campaign. As a board-certified urologist and a longtime resident
of Hillsborough County, Manimala brings a local perspective and
a commitment to service, having previously participated in the
Hillsborough County Health Care Advisory Board and the Health
Council of West Central Florida. He expressed his commitment
to improving the lives of residents through investments in public
transportation, affordable housing, and enhanced government
transparency

.

Political Landscape

Donna Cameron Cepeda, who won her seat by capitalizing on
Republican momentum in 2022, presents a contrasting vision.
An army veteran and a self-identified „constitutional
conservative,“ Cepeda’s campaign has focused on border
security, opposing abortion, and resisting what she terms the
„transgenderism agenda.“ With a finance background, she has
positioned herself as a staunch defender of conservative values
in a region that has seen a tight race between parties.

What’s particularly interesting is the voter registration
landscape in District 5. As of now, the district holds a slim edge
for Republicans, with over 287,000 registered compared to just
over 270,000 Democrats. Additionally, there are more than
212,000 voters who are not registered with any party, indicating
a substantial number of potential swing voters that both
candidates will aim to appeal to in the upcoming election.
According to votehillsborough.gov, engaging these
unaffiliated voters could play a pivotal role in the election’s
outcome.

Community Engagement

Manimala’s candidacy could signify a shift in the dialogue within
the county, especially as he emphasizes listening to the
community’s needs. His approach involves not just presenting a

https://www.votehillsborough.gov/RESEARCH-DATA/Voter-Statistics


plan but also advocating for the voices of those struggling with
everyday challenges in Hillsborough County. It’s important to
note that voter engagement is vital during this election season.
The County Supervisor of Elections office encourages residents
to reach out with questions or concerns about the voting
process; they can be contacted via phone at (813) 744-5900 or
through email for voter inquiries at 
voter@votehillsborough.gov.

As the campaign unfolds, Dr. Neil Manimala strives to resonate
with a populace eager for change and new perspectives while
Donna Cameron Cepeda continues to leverage her established
base. The election is not only a contest of candidates but a
reflection of the evolving needs and values of Hillsborough
County’s diverse community.
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