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Beloved Veteran Gary Moon: A Life of
Honor in Bradenton

Remembering Gary Moon of Plant City, a Navy veteran who
exemplified service and community, passed away on May

29, 2025.

Plant City, Florida, USA - Born on October 14, 1949, in the
quiet surroundings of Plant City, Florida, Gary Moon’s life was a
canvas painted with experiences of service and commitment.
This dedication was particularly evident when he enlisted in the
Navy, showcasing a clear sense of duty towards his country.
Gary passed away peacefully on May 29, 2025, in Bradenton,
Florida, leaving behind a legacy defined by honor and integrity.

Gary’s early years were deeply influenced by the agricultural
roots of his hometown. Yet, it was his later enlistment in the
Navy that truly shaped his path. His military experience instilled
a strong sense of discipline that he carried into civilian life,
where he applied the skills learned in uniform to benefit his



community. Those who knew him remember his warmth and
dedication, features that will certainly resonate in the memories
shared by family and friends.

Honoring a Legacy

The impact of Gary Moon’s service is reminiscent of the broader
mission embodied in the figure of the Lone Sailor. This symbol
stands for all who have donned the Navy uniform, embodying
the spirit of service, sacrifice, and camaraderie. The Lone Sailor,
portrayed as a senior second class petty officer, serves not only
as a reminder of seagoing veterans but also as a representation
of those who have faced the challenges of combat while also
engaging in humanitarian efforts across the globe.

Both Gary and the Lone Sailor share attributes common to many
Navy personnel: they have fired weapons in defense of freedom,
provided assistance in distant lands, and made liberty calls in
cities big and small. They are not just sailors but also
ambassadors, adventurers, and friends—each with a unique
story and lived experience that contributes to the rich tapestry
of Navy service.

Remembering Those Who Serve

As we remember Gary Moon, it’s essential to acknowledge how
individuals like him promote the values that the Navy
Memorial seeks to celebrate. The memorial works tirelessly to
inform the public about the important service of Navy personnel,
ensuring that the contributions of sailors are honored and
recognized.

Gary’s legacy continues to ripple through the lives he touched.
His commitment to his country and his community serves as a
guiding light, reminding us that every sailor, whether on active
duty or in memory, plays a part in upholding the freedoms we
cherish. Like the Lone Sailor, Gary is forever etched in the hearts
of those who knew him, and his memory will live on as a
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testament to a life well-lived in service to others.
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