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Surge in Handgun Carrying Among
Florida Teens: A Troubling Trend!

Explore the alarming 65% rise in handgun carriage among
Florida teens over two decades, based on a new
comprehensive study.

Hillsborough County, Florida, USA - In a clear indication of
shifting behaviors among youth, recent research has spotlighted
a notable surge in handgun carriage among Florida teens. A new
study published in the journal Pediatrics reports that the
percentage of middle and high school students who admitted to
carrying a handgun has jumped from 3.7% in 2002 to 6.0% in
2022, marking a staggering 65% increase over the last two
decades. This data was compiled from over 700,000 participants
through the Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey, revealing
concerning trends regarding adolescent firearm use.

Lead researcher Erin Wright-Kelly from the Colorado School of
Public Health expressed that these findings were unexpected.



Notably, females emerged as a significant demographic in this
increase, with their likelihood of carrying a gun reported as over
three times higher than two decades ago. Furthermore, middle
school students demonstrated an even steeper increase in
handgun carriage compared to their older counterparts.

Teen Firearm Attitudes Shift

Interestingly, despite the uptick in general handgun carriage,
there was a considerable decline in the number of students
bringing guns to school—from 1.1% in 2002 to just 0.4% in
2022. This reduction might suggest a shifting mindset; students
now report less favorable attitudes toward bringing guns into
educational settings and perceive the accessibility of handguns
as more challenging than in the past. Freddy Barton, associated
with Safe & Sound Hillsborough, highlights this dynamic, noting
that many teens carry guns primarily out of fear and a desire for
protection.

Barton’s organization actively engages in intervention programs
aimed at at-risk youth, ensuring that conversations about gun
violence and safety begin early, even targeting elementary
school kids. Such discussions are increasingly important in a
climate where firearm injuries and deaths are rising among
young people.

Demographic Insights

Diving deeper into the data, the study revealed some striking
differences in handgun carriage among various demographics.
The odds of carrying a handgun increased significantly among
females, middle school students, and white youths. Conversely,
the report also underscored a decrease in carrying among male
students (down by 70%) and rural students (down by 80%).
These findings suggest that particular attention needs to be
given to tailored prevention efforts that address the unique risks
faced by different sociodemographic groups.



e If we break down the statistics, we see:
o Female students: 3.04 times higher odds of
carrying handguns
o Middle school students: 2.16 times higher odds
o White students: 1.99 times higher odds

Amidst this backdrop, the apparent contradiction between rising
school shootings and decreasing rates of firearm carrying in
schools raises questions. As researchers suggest, understanding
the interplay of societal, regional, and demographic factors is
crucial for forming effective solutions. A call for additional
research into how these trends relate to various safety
measures in schools and community interventions has emerged
as essential in addressing this critical issue.

Firearms tragically stand as the leading cause of death among
children and teenagers in the U.S. Statistics highlight a
disturbing reality: since 2020, deaths among those aged 15 to
19 have surged significantly, while nonfatal firearm injuries have
climbed by an alarming 113.1% from 2011 to 2021. This serves
as a sober reminder that the urgency for action has never been
higher.

In summary, while trends show a complex picture of teenage
handgun carriage in Florida, it raises significant implications for
community safety and youth welfare. The increase highlights the
need to engage in meaningful dialogues about gun safety,
especially among younger populations who are increasingly at
risk.
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