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Upper Tampa Bay Trail Reopens After
2-Year Hurricane Closure!

Discover the reopening of the Upper Tampa Bay Trail after
hurricane repairs, enhancing access for walkers, bikers,

and nature lovers.

8304 Montague Street, Tampa, FL 33635 - The Upper
Tampa Bay Trail has reopened its gates after a 24-month hiatus,
much to the delight of local outdoor enthusiasts. This beloved
path through the Hillsborough County landscape was closed due
to damage from hurricanes last October, which wreaked havoc
on an old railroad bridge that previously linked two major
sections of the trail. However, as of June 17, residents can once
again enjoy the scenic route thanks to a newly constructed
bridge designed to withstand future severe weather. The ribbon-
cutting ceremony marked a significant milestone for the trail
and the community.

This asphalt-paved trail runs from Town N‘ Country near Alonzo



High School to the Citrus Park area near Peterson Road Park,
attracting bike riders, walkers, and runners alike. In fact, nearly
300,000 people annually take advantage of its offerings before
the closure according to Fox 13 News. The trail is open 24/7,
providing ample opportunity for recreation.

Trail Features and Amenities

As cycling enthusiasts will tell you, the Upper Tampa Bay Trail is
a popular biking route, lined with palm trees and running
parallel to a brackish water channel. Two underpasses allow
users to bypass busy roadways, enhancing safety. The upper
section of the trail features a full-service trailhead, offering
conveniences like restrooms, water fountains, and picnic areas.
It’s a good spot for a break after a vigorous ride or a stroll.

For those who enjoy a little adventure, the trail also includes
equestrian trails, winding through oak and pine trees. Shaded
areas provide a welcome respite from the Florida sun, while
wooden bridges cross Rocky Creek—perfect for nature lovers
and photographers. Those looking for a bit of excitement can
tackle the only significant climb on the trail via an overpass
bridge over Gunn Highway/Citrus Park Drive.

Not far from the trail, you’ll find a variety of dining options, from
Chipotle to Olive Garden, as well as amenities at the Westfield
Citrus Park Mall. There are also multiple access points, including
trailheads at Memorial, Channel Park and Ehrlich Road/Citrus
Park. The trail continues to be popular for a range of activities
like walking, jogging, biking, and even fishing. For some, it
serves as a peaceful escape into nature.

Future Developments

Looking ahead, there’s something to be said for the ambitious
plans county officials have set for the Upper Tampa Bay Trail. In
the next three to five years, they aim to acquire land for
connecting this trail to others stretching into Hernando and

https://www.fox13news.com/news/upper-tampa-bay-trail-reopens-after-2-years


Citrus Counties. Currently, a connector trail to the Suncoast Trail
is under construction, with the first half already completed.
Meanwhile, residents can expect ongoing repairs to areas
impacted by the hurricanes, ensuring a safer and more
enjoyable experience for all who visit.

So whether you’re a seasoned cyclist or just want a scenic stroll,
the trail offers a chance to step outdoors and enjoy the
breathtaking views and fresh air that Hillsborough County has to
offer. Enjoy reconnecting with nature as you navigate the newly
reopened route, which speaks volumes about the community’s
resilience and commitment to revitalizing outdoor spaces.

For more details on trail routes, visit Ride with GPS, and for
information on upcoming events and repairs, check the
Hillsborough County newsroom at Hillsborough County.
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