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A Legacy of Leadership: Remembering
Fort Myers&#039; Clifton Foxworthy

Discover the remarkable life of Clifton Norwood Foxworthy,
a Fort Myers businessman and community leader, as we

reflect on his legacy.

Fort Myers, Florida, USA - Today, we reflect on the
remarkable life of Boyd Clifton Foxworthy, a familiar figure in
Fort Myers, Florida, whose passions and contributions have left
an indelible mark on the community. According to News-Press,
Foxworthy’s journey began on June 29, 1916, in Fort Myers,
drawing its essence from his family’s roots in Mount Carmel,
Kentucky. He graduated from Fort Myers High School in 1935
and further honed his skills by earning a degree from The
University of Tennessee in 1939.

Foxworthy’s life story intertwines with notable historical events.
He bravely served in the Army Air Force during World War II, a
time when many faced daunting challenges. Post-war, he

https://www.news-press.com/story/life/2025/06/08/from-the-archives-stumbling-upon-a-life-well-lived/83768819007/


continued his service in the US Air Force Reserve, retiring at the
rank of colonel. To enhance his business acumen, he attended
Harvard Business School during the war years, equipping him
with vital knowledge that he would later apply in his career.

A Stalwart in Kansas and His Return Home

After the war, Foxworthy and his beloved wife, Mary Lou Shinkle
Foxworthy, put down roots in Iola, Kansas. There, he showcased
his commitment to community service, holding positions such as
president of the Kiwanis Club, vice president of the Chamber of
Commerce, and vice president of the Board of Education. A man
of the community, he became a local leader, embodying the
spirit of service and leadership.

The passing of his father in 1953 brought Foxworthy back to Fort
Myers, where he took the reins of the family business,
Foxworthy Furniture & Interiors. His tenure in local business was
characterized by a dedication to quality and service, enhancing
the lives of countless residents. His involvement extended
beyond business, with noteworthy participation as president of
the Edison Pageant of Light and a board member of Lee
Memorial Hospital for an impressive span of 30 years.

Friendship with Edison and Last Years

A notable aspect of Foxworthy’s legacy is his friendship with the
iconic Thomas A. Edison and his family, underscoring his
connection to Fort Myers‘ rich history. In 1999, after the passing
of Mary Lou, Foxworthy moved to Pensacola, yet his heart
remained in Fort Myers, where he was laid to rest after his death
on August 6, 2002, at the age of 86. He is remembered fondly
by his family, including his son, James Clifton Foxworthy, and
daughter, Shirley Linne.

A touching tribute to his life is detailed on Find a Grave, which
offers a glimpse into the life of a man who embodied community
spirit and dedication. As we celebrate his life, we find inspiration

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/68040958/clifton-norwood-foxworthy


in his commitments and the friendships he forged, a reminder of
how one individual can profoundly influence a community.

In the ebb and flow of our busy lives, there’s truly something to
be said for remembering those who paved the way before us.
Clifton Norwood Foxworthy did just that, leaving a legacy that
continues to resonate in the hearts of many. His story serves as
a timeless lesson on the importance of community,
perseverance, and the pursuit of excellence in all endeavors.
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