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Drought Persists as South
Florida&#039;s Rainy Season Struggles

to Deliver
Lee County faces severe drought as rain falls short this wet

season; emergency measures are in place to manage
water supply.

West Palm Beach, Florida, USA - The weather in South
Florida seems to be throwing residents for a loop this year. As
the wet season officially began on May 15, one would expect the
usual downpours to wash away the drought concerns. However, 
Palm Beach Post reports that the area is grappling with
extreme drought conditions—the most severe since 2011. This
precarious situation is extending into the very season meant to
deliver much-needed rain.

As of June 17, West Palm Beach is facing a startling rainfall
deficit of almost 13 inches below the yearly average. This

https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/local/westpb/2025/06/19/drought-continues-into-south-floridas-wet-season-but-rain-uptick-expected/84244482007/


includes a troubling 5.1-inch shortage since the onset of the
rainy season. Interestingly enough, while Miami-Dade County did
receive 5.3 inches of rain following May 22, more recent weeks
have brought a noticeable decline in precipitation.

Understanding the Dry Spell

The National Weather Service has pinpointed some contributors
to these unusually dry spells, namely a Bermuda High and
Saharan dust, which can inhibit rain by heating up the
atmosphere. Alarmingly, this has led to the current year being
labeled the fifth-driest and ninth-warmest in 130 years. In the
wake of this, around 75% of Palm Beach County finds itself in
moderate to severe drought conditions.

To combat the dwindling water supply, particularly worrying for
areas like West Palm Beach, emergency groundwater wells were
put into action in April. Recent reports indicate that groundwater
levels and canal water levels remain relatively stable, influenced
by careful water releases from Lake Okeechobee. As of June 18,
the lake’s water level was at 11.18 feet above sea level—a drop
from 15.12 feet on January 1.

Monitoring Drought Conditions

Florida has a robust system in place to address these
environmental challenges through its five Water Management
Districts, which monitor drought conditions closely. Whether it’s
surface water flows, groundwater levels, or regional rainfall,
there’s a comprehensive evaluation underway to assess current
hydrologic conditions and make short to medium-term
projections. According to Drought.gov, this evaluation is critical
for timely water shortage orders, which may be necessary to
ensure there’s enough water for both users and resources.

The Southeast Drought Early Warning System, established by
NOAA in 2020, aims to help communities across the region
manage drought effectively. This collaborative effort includes

https://www.drought.gov/states/florida


states like Florida, South Carolina, and Virginia, among others.

Looking Ahead

With the rainy season still in full swing, many are left hoping for
an uptick in rainfall. The South Florida Water Management
District has made strides in developing its Water and Climate
Resilience Metrics, which assist in tracking trends and shifts in
both water and climate data. This is vital for future planning,
and the District continues to engage the public and local
stakeholders through various workshops.

In summary, while the wet season is supposed to be a balm for
drought conditions, it appears South Florida faces an uphill
battle in 2025. The combination of unyielding drought with the
challenges posed by climate dynamics serves as a stark
reminder that Mother Nature doesn’t always play by the rules.
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