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Family Remembers Barry Schmalbach as
Killer Sentenced to Life in Prison

Christopher Davis was sentenced to life for murdering
Barry Schmalbach, whose remains are still missing. Family

seeks closure.

Cape Coral, Lee County, Florida, USA - In a poignant and
emotional setting, the community reflects on the recent
sentencing of Christopher Davis, who was sentenced to life in
prison for the murder of his boyfriend, Barry Schmalbach. The
case has left a lasting mark on family and friends, who continue
to grapple with their grief as they await the discovery of Barry’s
remains, which have yet to be located. This heart-wrenching
situation has spurred discussions on the emotional impacts of
homicide, illustrating just how deep the wounds of such
tragedies can run.

Christopher Davis, now serving a life sentence, was found guilty
of murdering Barry, whose body has never been recovered.



Family and friends have rallied together, expressing a shared
hope for closure. Rosalie Fallico, a close friend of Barry, vividly
recalls a text she received from him on July 19, 2023, the day he
was killed. She passionately voiced the necessity for justice and
emphasized the community’s undying hope in finding Barry’s
remains.

The Ongoing Search for Barry

Cape Coral Police Chief Anthony Sizemore remains committed to
the investigation, working tirelessly to locate Barry’s body.
Barry’s step-mother, Vivian Schmalbach, also echoed this
commitment, sharing her own hopes of bringing Barry home for
a proper burial. In May 2024, a memorial service was held in his
honor, despite the absence of his remains, a testament to the
challenges those left behind face in the wake of such tragedies.

The emotional toll of this loss extends deeply within the family.
Emily Scaletta, Barry’s sister, remarked on how his
disappearance was entirely out of character and expressed a
bittersweet sense of closure following the guilty verdict. She
highlighted the emotional repercussions not just for herself but
also for her daughter, who will now grow up without an uncle.
This sentiment resonates with many families affected by similar
tragedies, driving home the importance of remembering the
victim’s life rather than solely focusing on the perpetrator.

The Importance of Victim Impact
Statements

Discussions surrounding the case also spotlight the significance
of Pre-Sentence Impact Statements, which provide avenues for
victims‘ families to articulate their pain and loss. As documented
by Citizens Against Homicide, these statements delve into the
emotional aftermath for family members, detailing the financial
impacts and loss of companionship that ensue. This poignant
aspect of the judicial process helps to humanize the victims,



offering judges critical insights during sentencing.

It’s crucial that these statements capture genuine emotions and
personal narratives, shedding light on the unique life of the
victim. While California courts do not accept Victim Impact
Statements due to concerns about potential biases in the
courtroom, the formulation for Pre-Sentence Impact Statements
has become a critical part of sentencing discussions elsewhere,
helping ensure that the victim’s story is told.

At the heart of this tragedy is the commitment of Barry’s family
and friends to keep his memory alive. Amidst their grief, they
stand united in the quest for justice, expressing a deep sense of
loss while clinging to the hope of finding Barry and giving him
the dignity of a proper farewell.
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