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Fort Myers Stands United:  Good Trouble
 Rally Honors John Lewis

Activists in Fort Myers gathered on July 17, 2025, to honor
John Lewis with a rally focused on voting rights and civic

engagement.

U.S. 41 and Colonial Boulevard, Fort Myers, Florida, USA -
On July 17, 2025, activists in Fort Myers came together for a
spirited „Good Trouble“ rally at the busy intersection of U.S. 41
and Colonial Boulevard. This gathering wasn’t just about waving
signs; it marked a national day of action honoring the legacy of
civil rights leader John Lewis, who passed away five years ago.
Across the country, similar calls to action sought to address
pressing issues such as voting rights, the treatment of
marginalized communities, and cuts to social programs linked to
the Trump Administration, News-Press reports.

In Fort Myers, over 200 participants turned out, embodying a
community vibe filled with energy—chanting, dancing, and

https://www.news-press.com/story/news/local/2025/07/17/good-trouble-fort-myers-rally-john-lewis-civil-rights-voting-acts-florida-protest/85244151007/


encouraging honks of support from passing cars. Rita DiSalvo, a
prominent organizer, stressed the rally’s intent as a heartfelt
memorial to John Lewis and his enduring fight against voter
suppression. Fear over the rollback of rights and services
loomed large among attendees, with Kim Lowery from Georgia
expressing deep concerns for marginalized groups while urging
everyone to get involved. Fellow participants like Lisa Powers
and Robin Gretz took the chance to highlight human rights,
calling out lawmakers for not attending to their constituents‘
needs.

A Statewide Movement

The Fort Myers rally was just one of over 50 events held across
Florida, including a significant turnout in Naples with around 100
attendees. Despite being situated in a conservative area,
protesters noted a growing willingness to publicly express their
political views—a sign that civic engagement is on the rise.
Karyn Edison, vice chair of the Lee County Democratic Party,
aimed to foster open dialogues and community rebuilding,
reinforcing the idea that activism can unite diverse voices.

Meanwhile, other cities weren’t left behind. The legacy of John
Lewis spurred protests across Tennessee, including major
demonstrations in Nashville, Memphis, and Knoxville. These
events were organized by a coalition known for previously
orchestrating the “No Kings” protests, which captured
nationwide attention. Community members were not just
remembering Lewis; they were actively promoting continued
civic engagement, with demonstrations reflecting his famous
invitation to create “good trouble”—non-violent actions that
challenge injustice, as Tennessean highlights.

A National Day of Action

Across the country, more than 1,600 protests took place on this
significant day, with events characterized by powerful signs and
strong statements opposing the current administration’s

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/17/john-lewis-good-trouble-protests-tennessee/85239904007/


policies. In Maryland, events like „Good Trouble Lives On“
gathered participants honoring Lewis while speaking out against
perceived attacks on civil and human rights. Many, such as
Suzanne Grace, drew inspiration from Lewis‘ commitment to
justice, with messages at the rallies emphasizing the need for
civic responsibility and resistance against autocracy, as reported
by CBS News.

What stands out from all these events is a profound collective
yearning for change and justice. As communities across the
nation rally in remembrance of John Lewis, they do so with a
resolve that mirrors his legacy—a commitment to fight for civil
rights and elevate marginalized voices. There’s a certain
strength in coming together, and these protests, spanning from
Fort Myers to Nashville and beyond, echo that strength. In the
spirit of „Good Trouble,“ we move forward, ever resolute in our
pursuit of justice.
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