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Fort Myers Beach Foundation Celebrates
$107K in Grants at Annual Gala

The Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation awarded
$107,820 in grants at its annual banquet, benefiting 14
local organizations and scholarships.

Fort Myers Beach, Lee County, Florida, USA - The Fort
Myers Beach Community Foundation held its annual banquet,
where it awarded an impressive $107,820 in grants to support
various local organizations and initiatives. This year’s
distribution topped last year’s total of $93,000, reflecting a
growing commitment to philanthropy within the region. During
the event, notable grants went to 14 organizations and 14
scholarships, in addition to funding for both the Passthrough
Program and the Endowment fund.

Exciting projects received financial boosts as well, with
recipients including the Fort Myers Beach Public Library, the
Estero Island Historic Society, and the Fort Myers Beach Marine
and Environmental Resources Task Force. Also in the mix were
Keep Lee County Beautiful, Friends of Lovers Key, and the Bay
Oaks Recreation. Each of these organizations plays a vital role in
enhancing community life and preserving the beauty of Fort
Myers Beach.

Boosting Local Talent and Education

Jennifer Rusk from the Fort Myers Beach Marine and
Environmental Resources Task Force accepted a $4,000 award
aimed at providing educational books for children. This gesture
underlines the foundation’s broad mission to empower local



members and enhance educational outcomes for young
residents. Programs such as these illustrate the importance of
community involvement in fostering a bright future.

The foundation didn’t just honor organizations; they also
celebrated individual contributions, with outgoing Vice President
Kelly Smith receiving the Star Award for her exceptional
volunteer service. Additionally, the foundation recognized
outgoing board members, including Julie Fite, Suzy Krajewski,
and Robin Nuccio. Stepping into leadership roles are new co-
presidents Amy Gillette and Jane McCloskey, alongside a
renewed board of directors featuring Joy Sullivan, Jan Falkum,
Kathy Nash, Ellen Vaughn, Treasurer Annie Lump, and Secretary
Patti Coleman.

Events Fueling Generosity

Funding for these grants has been made possible through
several community events which show how local citizens can
come together for a common purpose. Events like the King
Foundation Casino Night, the Pickleball Tournament, and the
Woman’s Club Putt N’ Pub have proven successful in raising
money. The Christmas Tree Festival also added to the
contributions, showcasing a community that genuinely cares
about its causes.

Speaking to the spirit of community, it’s worth noting that
beyond the direct grant distributions, initiatives like those
supported by the Florida SouthWestern State College
Passthrough and Endowment help create lasting impacts. Over
the last four years, a total of $70,000 has been funneled into the
Community Foundation FSW Scholarship Program Endowment,
ably supporting local education and opportunities for students in
the 33931 zip code.

As the Fort Myers Beach Community Foundation continues to
bolster local talents and nurture community initiatives, it
exemplifies how grassroots efforts can lead to tangible



improvements. There’s something to be said for communities
coming together, and with this kind of robust support, it’s clear
Fort Myers Beach is on the right path.
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