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Jimmy Buffett&#039;s Legacy: Saving
Manatees and Enriching Florida&#039;s

Waters
Discover Jimmy Buffett&#039;s pivotal role in manatee

conservation during the 80s, his legacy in Lee County, and
lasting impact on Florida&#039;s wildlife.

North Fort Myers, Florida, USA - In the world of music and
environmental advocacy, one name resonates deeply: Jimmy
Buffett. Known for his laid-back Tropic Rock anthems such as
„Margaritaville,“ Buffett was not only a musical icon throughout
the 80s but also an ardent protector of Florida’s beloved
manatees. The closeness he felt towards Florida’s natural
beauty is palpable in every verse he wrote and every charity
effort he championed. His journey into manatee conservation
began as early as the late 1970s, spurred by a profound
connection with Florida’s waterways, ignited by his first
encounter with these gentle giants.



In 1981, Buffett joined forces with then-Governor Bob Graham,
leading to the establishment of the Save the Manatee
Committee. With this organization, they aimed to educate the
public about the threats these animals faced. Buffett cleverly
utilized his musical prowess to engage his fans, actively
participating in public service announcements and utilizing
concert revenues to fund various conservation efforts. His
creation of the Adopt-A-Manatee® program in 1984 stands as a
testament to his commitment, inviting the public to get involved
in supporting the survival of manatees.

A Legacy of Advocacy

Buffett’s legacy extends beyond his vibrant tunes and loyal
following of „Parrotheads.“ He always had a remarkable ability
to blend entertainment with advocacy. Collaborating on the
creation of Florida’s Save the Manatee license plate in 1986, he
helped generate millions of dollars for conservation efforts. Not
one to shy away from larger platforms, Buffett even took his
cause to Congress in 1987, lobbying for the reauthorization of
the Endangered Species Act. His influence proved invaluable as
he continually raised awareness about environmental issues
affecting both manatees and their habitats.

His commitment to protecting these creatures didn’t stop at
manatees; he supported various other environmental causes,
including the Quicksilver Foundation and Reef Relief. From
charity concerts benefiting disaster relief efforts to raising funds
post-BP oil disaster, his dedication was widespread and
multifaceted. As Forbes noted, his efforts have left an indelible
mark on both music and environmental activism.

A Deep Connection with Florida

Buffett’s bond with Florida was evident in his music and his
environmental efforts. In February 1981, for instance, he
performed before a crowd of 5,500 fans at the Lee County Arena
in North Fort Myers, a testament to his enduring popularity in
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the state. Together with Graham, he spearheaded the rescue
and rehabilitation program for two sick manatees named Hi and
Doby, bringing them back to health at SeaWorld in Orlando and
releasing them back to the Caloosahatchee River in July 1982.
This event was not just a success; it was a watershed moment
for manatee advocacy, garnering much public interest due to
Buffett’s involvement.

His passing on September 1, 2023, from skin cancer was indeed
a great loss, leaving behind a legacy cherished by many. As
Patrick Rose, Executive Director of the Save the Manatee Club,
mentioned, he was surrounded by family, friends, music, and
dogs when he passed—a poignant reminder of the life he
influenced and the causes he championed. Following his death,
the Save the Manatee Club has even set up a donation page for
those wishing to contribute in his honor, ensuring his efforts will
continue to benefit Florida’s manatees for years to come.

Buffett’s music and his unwavering commitment to conservation
will echo in our hearts, inspiring future generations to carry on
the important work of protecting manatees and the unique
ecosystems that define our beautiful state.
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