
18. Juni 2025

Lee County Cracks Down on Smoking
and Vaping with Hefty Fines!

Lee County&#039;s new ordinance bans smoking and
vaping on public beaches and parks, imposing fines up to

$300 for offenders.

Lee County, Florida, USA - In a unanimous decision, the Lee
County Commission has decided to crack down on smoking and
vaping at its beaches and parks, introducing a series of
escalating fines for violators. Starting soon, those caught puffing
away in public parks or along the pristine shorelines will face a
$100 penalty for a first-time offense. If they decide to light up
again, the fine jumps to $200 for a second time, and for any
further transgressions, the fine escalates to a hefty $300. The
ordinance will be filed with the Florida Department of State and
is set to be officially enforced shortly. Sally Kreucher, a director
at Lee Health, applauded this decision, highlighting its
significant health benefits for the community.



Lee County’s decision follows the state-wide trend of prioritizing
public health over tobacco use. In 2019, Florida statutes were
revised, granting local governments the authority to impose
restrictions on smoking and vaping in public areas, a move
welcomed by health advocates across the state. Interestingly,
under current state law, unfiltered cigars remain exempt from
this ban, a loophole that has raised eyebrows among public
health enthusiasts.

Understanding the Health Risks

The health risks associated with smoking and secondhand
smoke are well-documented. The Florida Clean Air Act (FCAA),
enacted back in 1985, serves as a key legislative tool aimed at
shielding the population from the health hazards of secondhand
smoke. A voter-approved amendment in 2003 expanded this
initiative to prohibit smoking in workplaces that had previously
allowed it, fostering a healthier environment. The law has been
continually updated, with a landmark addition in July 2019 that
banned vaping in indoor workplaces as well, reflecting an
understanding that e-cigarettes are far from harmless.

Moreover, research underlines the dangers associated with e-
cigarette aerosol, which can harbor heavy metals and cancer-
causing chemicals. Compliance with the Clean Air Act is a
persistent concern, as violations can pose significant health
risks, particularly for vulnerable populations such as children
and the elderly. Residents are encouraged to report any
violations they encounter, providing vital information that can
help protect their neighborhoods.

Smoke-Free Efforts Across Florida

The Florida Clean Air Act continues to evolve, underscoring
legislative efforts to mitigate smoking-related health issues. The
Act’s purpose is clear: to protect Floridians from the detrimental
effects of secondhand tobacco smoke and vapor. It also aligns
with the state’s health initiatives, fostering an environment that



promotes better health outcomes across communities.
Enforcement of these laws is primarily managed by the Florida
Department of Health and the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation, both of which play crucial roles in
maintaining clean air in public venues.

As Lee County embarks on this enforcement of stricter smoking
regulations, the community can expect cleaner air and a
healthier environment. With the growing awareness of the
dangers associated with smoking and vaping, this move marks a
significant step toward safeguarding public health. For more
information about taking action against smoking violations,
individuals can visit the Florida Department of Health’s
dedicated resources.

For further details on the Lee County Commission’s ban and its
implications, check out WUSF News. For a more comprehensive
view on smoke-free initiatives in Florida, the Tobacco Free
Florida site provides a wealth of information. Lastly, to dive
deeper into the specifics of the Florida Clean Air Act, visit the 
Florida Department of Health page dedicated to this
initiative. 
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