16. Juli 2025

Lee County Schools Celebrate B Grade
Amidst Major Academic Gains!

Lee County schools received a B grade from the Florida
Department of Education for 2024-2025, reflecting
significant academic progress.

Lee County, Florida, USA - Lee County schools have a lot to
celebrate as they maintain a B grade in the recent evaluations
by the Florida Department of Education for the 2024-2025
school year. This ranking places them ninth among Florida’s ten
largest school districts, according to Pine Island Eagle. A
critical piece of this assessment is based on the Florida
Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST), which aligns with the
B.E.S.T. standards aimed at bolstering student performance in
English Language Arts and mathematics.

The steady B grade reflects the hard work and dedication from
both educators and students across the district. Superintendent
Dr. Denise Carlin has clearly articulated the ambition of
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becoming the top school district in Florida. To set the stage for
this goal, the district will introduce a variety of strategic changes
aimed at enhancing academic achievement. These changes
include a 5% budget cut in central office operations to funnel
more resources to schools, a reorganization of administrative
structures to minimize red tape, and targeted incentives for
teachers in key subjects where students struggle the most.

Improvement and Achievements

Celebrations are in order not just for the district but for
individual schools as well. Fourteen schools earned an A grade,
while 27 received a B, accounting for more than half of the
district’s traditional public schools. Notably, Pine Island
Elementary School made impressive strides, jumping from a C to
an A. Gulf Elementary, North Fort Myers High, Tanglewood
Elementary, and Three Oaks Middle School also improved their
standings, moving from a B to an A. Jessica Duncan, principal of
Gulf Elementary, pointed out that significant learning gains in
reading stemmed from effective intervention strategies,
showcasing the importance of adaptive teaching methods.

On the flip side, it’s important to acknowledge the challenges as
well. Despite the overall positive trend, Tortuga Preserve
Elementary School fell to a D grade and will now be placed
under state supervision next year. However, it’s worth noting
that no schools in the district received an F grade, a testament
to the collective effort of students, teachers, and administrative
staff.

Statewide Highlights

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis has recently celebrated the
educational progress across the state, reporting that 71% of all
graded schools earned an A or B this year, up from 64% in the
previous year, as detailed by Florida.gov. This year, the
percentage of schools earning an A increased to 44%, and an
encouraging number also saw improvements or maintained their
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grades. In total, 1,908 schools either raised their grades or kept
an A, underscoring the efficacy of ongoing education reforms.

Commissioner of Education Manny Diaz, Jr. emphasized that
these advancements reflect the successful education reforms
implemented statewide. With significant increases across
elementary, middle, and high school grade averages, Florida’s
educational climate is optimistic, as evidenced by the
remarkable shifts in performance metrics. As we look towards
the upcoming academic year, initiatives like the Safe Start
Initiative aimed at adjusting school start times may further
bolster attendance and participation rates.

School Board Chair Sam Fisher commended the hard work of
teachers and staff, expressing confidence in continued
improvements. The roadmap ahead is clear: focus on targeted
support, boost teacher incentives, and maintain a collaborative
environment conducive to educational growth. As Lee County
takes these meaningful steps, the community eagerly
anticipates their journey towards educational excellence.
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